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UCC meets. 
with Ignatieff 


Liberal leader pledges 
support for Consulate in Lviv 


(UCC National) —Liberal Leader 
Michael Ignatieff on July 31 met 
with members of the National Ex- 
ecutive of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress. The UCC delegation in- 
cluded among others Paul Grod, 
President, Alexandra Chyczij, Vice 
President, and Andrew Hladyshev- 
sky Q.C., President of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Foundation of Taras 
Shevchenko. 

“We are pleased that we were able 
to share with Mr. Ignatieff many of 
the UCC’s objectives and that we 
addressed many important issues to 
our community and to all Canadi- 
ans,” said Grod. “Our discussion 
touched on a number of important 
issues, which included Canada- 
Ukraine relations, multiculturalism, 
immigration, as well as a host of 
other issues.” 

“We had a very fruitful discussion 
about immigration from Ukraine 
and were delighted that Mr. Ignatieff 
has pledged his support for a Cana- 
dian Consulate in Lviv to facilitate 
greater numbers of immigrants from 
Ukraine, which is the homeland of 
many prominent Canadians, includ- 
ing the late Justice John Sopinka, 
former Governor General Ramon 
Hnatyshyn, and Alberta’s Premier 
Ed Stelmach,” he added. 

“T look forward to an ongoing dia- 
logue with the Ukrainian Canadian 
community about important issues 
to them and to all Canadians. The 
UCC can be assured of the Liberal 
Party’s and my personal support for 
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Ukraine’s Euro-Atlantic integration 
and in particular, Ukraine’s admis- 
sion into NATO. I have a clear ap- 
preciation of the challenges Ukraine 
has faced in the past, and may face 
in the future, concerning its sover- 
eignty and territorial integrity. I am 
already on the record for saying that 
no one but the Ukrainian people 
should decide their nation’s des- 
tiny,” stated Ignatieff. 

The Liberal Leader expressed dis- 
may about funding cuts to Radio 
Canada International which resulted 
in the cancellation of broadcasting 
in the Ukrainian language. 

“Tt is unfortunate that Ukraine was 
singled out. This flies in the face of 
Canada’s commitment to the demo- 
cratic development of Ukraine. In a 
country where many parts of the 
population have access only to Rus- 
sian media, this will deprive many 
Ukrainians who listened to this 
broadcast of a valuable source of 
independent information,” said 
Ignatieff. 

During the meeting, the follow- 
ing topics were also addressed: 

e Development of mutually ben- 
eficial bi-lateral relationships be- 
tween Canada and Ukraine; 

¢ The strategic, geopolitical and 
economic importance of Ukraine to 
Canada; and 

« An affirmation of the fundamen- 
tal principles of the Multiculturalism 
Act, to ensure that in its implemen- 
tation, this legislation meets the 
needs of all of Canada’s 
multicultural communities and that 
all communities receive the benefit 
of this legislation in proportion to 
the size of their community in 
Canada. 

“We were particularly pleased to 
receive Mr. Ignatieff’s assurances of 
the deep affection and respect he has 
for the Ukrainian people,” said 
Grod. 

Ignatieff repeated comments that 
he made in Edmonton on June 30 
and again in Winnipeg on July 2say- 
ing “I understand that my book and 
documentary Blood and Belonging 
contained statements that are offen- 
sive. I used derogatory terms, with 
which I wish to disassociate myself. 
These prejudices are wrong and I 
reject them absolutely. I believe that 
the Ukrainian people are a great na- 
tion and support the sovereignty and 
independence of Ukraine.” 

Both Ignatieff and Grod agreed 
that this meeting has enabled them 
to move forward in a positive spirit 
of cooperation. 

*See also Page 3 


PHOTO — THE DAUPHIN HERALD 


Internationally-acclaimed Ukrainian singing sensation Ruslana performs at Canada’s National Ukrainian 


Festival in Dauphin, Manitoba, Aug. 2. 


Ruslana headlines Dauphin’s CNUF 


By Alyssa Pitura, The Dauphin Herald 

The 44th annual Canadas National Ukrainian Festi- 
val (CNUF) has come to an\end after having a success- 
ful weekend (July 31 — Aug. 2) with record-breaking 
crowds. 

“Overall we were very pleased with our event this 
year as we had a record number of patrons,” said festi- 
val president, David Katcsma. 

“We tried to put on a little different type of show, 
something that would benefit both the young and old 
alike. It’s sort of a trial and error kind of thing and I 
think it worked out well.” 

Although Katcsma did not have an official attendance 


total at press time, he said they had some idea what it 
will be. 

“We just know we had really good numbers. We’re 
sorta guestimating around the 7,000 mark for the whole 
weekend,” said Katcsma. 

One of the highlights of the weekend, and one of the 
reasons for the spike in attendance this year, was 
Ruslana. 

“The grandstand visibly was much much more full, 
which was great,” said Katesma about Sunday’s show. 

When commenting on Ruslana, Katesma said she was 
very well received. 

Cont. on Page 8 


PHOTO — MARCO LEVTSKY 


Tango — Shumka style 


The Ukrainian Shumka Dancers perform a tango set to the music of “Hutsulka Ksenia” at the Amphitheatre in 
Edmonton’s Hawrelak Park during the Servus Heritage Festival, Aug. 2. Shumka was the featured performer 
this year. The group was scheduled to put on two shows, but the first was cancelled due to severe thunderstorms. 
For more on this year’s festival, see Page 9 of this issue. 
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3 2001 р. KIYC спонсорує історико-археологічне 
вивчення колишньої гетьманської столиці Батурина. 
В кінці 17 ст. Батурин був визначним 
політичним і культурним центром 

козацької держави, знищеним Моск- 

вою за підтримку повстання гетьмана 

Івана Мазепи. Підтримавши сьогодні 
Батуринський проєкт, Ви сприятимете 
підвищенню професійних знань сту- 

дентів і науковців та допоможете від- 

родити старовинне місто, відбудувати його величні 
будинки й церкви й перетворити його в святе для 
кожного українця місце. 
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Президентські перегони 


Чи домовляться кандидати про «правила гри»? 


Дмитро Шурхало, Радіо Свобода 

Під час літніх канікул провідні політичні сили не 
лише відпочивають, але й знову намагаються домо- 
витися. За словами політологів, ці домовленості мо- 
жуть стосуватися як ведення президентської кампа- 
нії, так і розподілу влади після виборів. Вірогідність 
та наслідки домовленостей напередодні старту пре- 
зидентських перегонів політологи та політики оці- 
нюють неоднозначно. 

Президентські вибори 2004 року мало не розколо- 
ли країну. З огляду на це серед політиків та представ- 
ників великого бізнесу багато тих, хто схильний ще 
до початку президентської кампанії домовитися про 
принципи боротьби, а можливо - навіть про принци- 
пи розподілу посад. Аби не загострювати і без того 
складну ситуацію в державі. 

Надумку політолога Олексія Гараня, аби уникнути 
сценарію 2004 року - домовленості між провідними 
кандидатами в президенти були би бажаними. «Пот- 
рібні домовленості між конкурентами, - каже політ- 
олог. - I He лише між двома лідерами, але й зіншими 
кандидатами. Домовленості про певні правила гри 
- аби не розхитувати човен. Бо випасти можуть всі». 

Предметом політичного компромісу може бути 
компромісний варіант змін до закону про вибори 
президента. Віктор Ющенко наклав вето на нову ре- 
дакцію закону, проте фракції Партії регіонів та БЮТ 
мають намір його подолати. 

Політолог Олексій Гарань позицію чинного Прези- 
дента в питанні досягнення компромісу вважає дещо 
незрозумілою. «Я, чесно кажучи, зараз не дуже ро- 
зумію, в чому полягає його велика мета, - каже 
політолог. -- Так, зараз він заробляє певні очки на 
критиці мегасил. Але виникає питання: а в що це 
конвертувати?..» 

Заступник секретаря Ради національної безпеки i 
оборони політолог Дмитро Видрін мало вірить у те, 
що політики зможуть домовитися. «Мені здається, 


що не буде жодних домовленостей, - зазначає Вид- 
рін. - Немає психологічної та інших причин для цьо- 
го, а лише тотальна недовіра з боку основних пре- 
тендентів. Тому я не бачу ні приводу, ні мотивів, ні 
стимулів для подібних домовленостей». 

Тим часом, у пресі з'являється інформація про те, 
що переговори між БЮТ та Партією регіонів трива- 
ють. Зокрема, йдеться про те, що в разі перемоги 
лідера однієї з цих політичних сил, інший обійме 
посаду прем'єр-міністра. 

Щоправда у кожній політичній силі є свої при- 
хильники компромісу і своя партія війни. Наприклад, 
заступник голови партії регіонів Борис Колесніков 
днями заявив, що в разі перемоги Віктора Януковича 
на виборах Юлія Тимошенко може залишитися пре- 
м'єром. Натомість керівник виборчого штабу Юлії 
Тимошенко, перший віце-прем'єр Олександр Турчи- 
нов спростував інформацію деяких видань про те, 
що в разі перемоги лідера БЮТ на президентських 
виборах посаду прем'єра може посісти її опонент — 
Віктор Янукович. 

Ситуація з передвиборчими домовленостями є 
доволі невизначеною. З огляду на це деякі політичні 
сили - наприклад, партія «Єдиний центр» - перенес- 
ли свої з'їзди, де мали визначитися з форматом учас- 
ті у виборах. 

Щоправда, лідер «Єдиного центру» народний 
депутат Ігор Кріль не вірить у домовленості між 
кандидатами в президенти. В інтерв'ю Радіо Свобода 
він зазначив: «Те що ніхто ні з ким не домовиться — 
це для мене зрозуміло. І хоча антуражу - розмов 
про якісь переговори, в ефірі буде багато, але закін- 
читься тим, що всі підуть на вибори, включно з 
самими великими і з самими маленькими». 

Політологи кажуть, що будь-яка найконфліктніша 
ситуація в українській політиці закінчується домов- 
леностями. Проте майже ніколи політики не домов- 
лялися до початку конфлікту. 


Ющенка отруїли діоксином, 
виготовленим у лабораторії 


(Радіо Свобода)- -Діоксин, яким у 2004 році 
отруїли кандидата в Президенти України Віктора 
Ющенка, був таким чистим, що не виникає сумнівів 
у його лабораторному походженні, пише британсь- 
кий медичний журнал Lancet. 

Водночас, як мовиться в опублікованому у виданні 
дослідженні компанії Empa, науковці не можуть 
сказати, звідки ця речовина походить і хто стоїть за 
отруєнням Ющенка, нині глави Української держави. 

Віктор Ющенко тяжко захворів після вечері у ве- 
ресні 2004 року. Тоді лікарі встановили, що рівень 
діоксину в його крові у 50 тисяч разів перевищував 
допустимі норми. 

У статті І апсеї вказується на те, що діоксин, який 
виявили в крові Віктора Ющенка, відноситься до ка- 
тегорії «найотруйніших». Зокрема, його викорис- 
товували в речовині Agent Orange. Її американські 
війська розпилювали під час війни у В'єтнамі - 
речовина викликає численні проблеми зі здоров'ям. 

Після отруєння Ющенко мав серйозні шлунково- 
кишкові проблеми, а його обличчя було спотворене. 

Як пише видання, лікарі нинішнього Президента 
заявляють, що його тіло позбулося половини діокси- 
ну приблизно за 15,5 місяців - значно швидше, ніж 
прогнозували інші експерти. За словами медиків, це 
пов'язано з лікуванням, яке вони надавали Ющен- 
кові, проте не уточнюють, що саме вони робили. 

«Рівень діоксину в крові Ющенка показує, що він 
точно був отруєний», - заявив Джон Емслі, пред- 
ставник департаменту хімії Кембріджського універ- 
ситету. Його не залучали до дослідження, опубліко- 
ваного в Lancet. 

«Я не можу повірити, щоб хтось з власної волі 
прийняв діоксин, знаючи, до яких страшних наслід- 
ків на шкірі він веде», - заявив він, додавши, що 
наслідки найбільш видимі на обличчі, але часто 
вражаються інші ділянки, зокрема, геніталії. 

За словами лікаря Жана Сора, який керував ліку- 
ванням Ющенка і є головним експертом досліджен- 
ня, пошкодження на обличчі Ющенка були результа- 
том того, що його шкіра намагалася переробити ді- 
оксин. «Шкіра... стала ніби фабрикою, намагаючись 
очистити тіло від отрути», - сказав Сора. 

Він зазначив, що наразі немає ознак того, що 
Ющенко став більш уразливим для раку через 
отруєння. 

Серед восьми лікарів, які долучилися до дослід- 
ження, були й українські фахівці, зокрема, особис- 


тий лікар Президента Ростислав Валіхновський, 
міністр охорони здоров'я Василь Князевич та заслу- 
жений лікар України Роман Федосюк. 

Підтвердження цієї інформації з інших джерел 
наразі немає. 

Торік Генеральний прокурор України Олександр 
Медведько повідомив, що згідно з даними Генпро- 
куратури Російської Федерації діоксин, виявлений 
в організмі Віктора Ющенка, у Росії вже не виготов- 
ляється. 

Генпрокурор Олександр Медведько на прес-кон- 
ференції у 12 січня 2008 року заявив, що на запит 
української сторони надійшла відповідь від Генпро- 
куратури Росії, у якій сказано, що діоксин тієї фор- 
мули, який було виявлено в організмі Президента 
Віктора Ющенка, на території Росії на виготов- 
ляється. При цьому зазначено, що діоксин, формула 
якого цікавить українську сторону, виготовляли у 
Росії колись раніше, однак за межі країни не виво- 
ЗивСя. 

Олександр Медведько також зазначив, що Генпро- 
куратура України надіслала до своїх російських ко- 
лег ще одного листа з проханням надати більш 
уточнену відповідь. 

В час його отруєння, кандидат на посаду президен- 
та Віктор Ющенко був чільним лідером Помаран- 
чевої революції і виступав за послаблення впливу 
Росії в Україні та за зміцнення відносин із Заходом. 

Розслідування кримінальної справи про отруєння 
Віктора Ющенка досі не завершене. 


Головою представництва НАТО 


B Україні призначили поляка 

(Радіо Свобода)- -Міністерство національної 
оборони Польщі повіломило 5 серпня про те, що 
головою представництва НАТО в Україні приз- 
начили поляка Марціна Козєлла. 

Від серпня Марцін Козєлл упродовж трьох років 
керуватиме представництвом НАТО у Києві, 
повідомляє кореспондент Радіо Свобода. 

Як керівник представництва НАТО в Україні 
Марцін Козєлл займатиметься проблемами інтег- 
рації України з Альянсом, зокрема питаннями pe— 
формування військово-оборонних структур 
України, координуватиме євроатлантичні проекти 
стосовно інтеграції України в НАТО. 


Ukrainian Мему5/Українські вісті, August 6 


- 19, 2009, 6 - 19 серпня, 2009 


UCC meets with Ignatief 2 
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Participants of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress meeting with Liberal leader Michael Ignatieff. Left to Right: 
Dr. Oleh Romanyshyn, President League of Ukrainian Canadians; Zenon Potichny, President, Canada Ukraine 
Chamber of Commerce; Walter Lastewka, former MP St. Catharines; Liberal Leader Michael Ignatieff; UCC 
President Paul Grod; UCC Vice President Alexandra Chyczij; Ukrainian Canadian Students’ Union Represen- 
tative Danylo Korbabicz; Ann Szyptur, President, Plast; Shevchenko Foundation President Andrew Hladyshevsky. 


Bezan says Ignatieff 
using UCC as pawn 


(UkrNews/Office of James Bezan) —-Member of Par- 
liament for Selkirk-Interlake, James Bezan, has issued 
a critical response to a joint statement made earlier on 
Aug. 4 by Liberal Leader Michael Ignatieff and the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC). 

“Mr. Ignatieff’s meeting today with UCC was de- 
signed to get Canadian Ukrainians to forget his shame- 
ful comments,” stated Bezan in a press release issued 
by his office. “Mr. Ignatieff’s explanation of his com- 
ments in his book and documentary, Blood and Be- 
longing, 1s a sell-out to Ukrainians across Canada and 
around the world.” 

Ignatieff previously stated that “Ukrainian indepen- 
dence conjures up images of embroidered peasant shirts, 
the nasal whine of ethnic instruments, phony Cossacks 
in cloaks and boots, nasty anti-Semites.” Ignatieff also 
called Ukrainians “little Russians’, disturbingly articu- 
lating his prejudice against Ukrainians, according to 
the press release. 

Bezan said, “Until Mr. Ignatieff actually offers a sin- 
cere, heartfelt apology, I don’t believe anyone should 
take him seriously. Unfortunately, Ignatieff tries to still 
explain himself using the third person for his own per- 
sonal writings. Mr. Ignatieff has to take personal re- 
sponsibility for his personal comments belittling Ukrai- 
nians. Where is his plainly stated ‘I’m sorry’!” 

Bezan’s press release states that the Conservative 
Government has worked closely with the Ukrainian 
community and was supportive of his Holodomor bill; 
provided redress for the internment of Ukrainian-Ca- 
nadians during World War I; continues to be support- 
ive of Ukrainian’s ascension into NATO; signed a Youth 
Mobility Agreement with Ukraine; kept Ukraine on the 
targeted funding list for CIDA; established the Paul 
Yuzyk Award for multiculturalism; and pledged to sup- 
port the Edmonton Ukrainian Museum project. The 
release also states that the Conservative Government 
is a Close friend of Ukraine and believes in Ukraine’s 
right to self-determination for independence. Canada 
was the first western country to recognize Ukraine’s 
independence under the former leadership of Prime 
Minister Mulroney, Bezan’s press release states. 

“Mr. Ignatieff must stand up and sincerely apologize 
for his personal hurtful and demeaning comments about 
Ukrainians. He’s the one that called Ukrainians ‘phony 
Cossacks’ and ‘little Russians’. He’s the one that ridi- 
culed Ukrainian independence. He can’t run from his 
record now. Mr. Ignatieff still hasn’t apologized, but 
rather uses these opportunities to keep trying to ex- 
plain his comments. He should come clean, admit he 


put forward these shameful stereotypes and apologize,” 
concluded Bezan. 

According to the release, Bezan, who is of Ukrai- 
nian heritage, has had several accomplishments in the 
Ukrainian Canadian community: 

¢ Sponsoring and passing Bill C-459, “An Act to es- 
tablish a Ukrainian Famine and Genocide (Holodomor) 
Memorial Day and to recognize the Ukrainian Famine 
of 1932-33 as an act of genocide”, which received Royal 
Assent in 2008. \ 

» On April 22 Bezan tabled a motion in the House of 
Commons calling on the government to enforce the Im- 
migration and Refugee Protection Act. M-356 asks the 
government to take necessary steps to refuse entry to 
Canada to people who have engaged in, or been a mem- 
ber of a group such as the KGB, NK VD, Gestapo, Al 
Qaeda, or the Taliban, that has engaged in acts of es- 
pionage, subversion, terrorism, genocide, or crimes 
against humanity. It also calls on the government to 
denaturalize and deport those who have obtained Ca- 
nadian citizenship under false pretences and to enforce 
removal orders against all persons who are inadmis- 
sible to Canada 

e In November 2008, Ukraine President Victor 
Yushchenko announced that Bezan will receive one of 
Ukraine’s highest civilian awards, the Order of Prince 
Yaroslav the Wise. This order is awarded on the basis 
of the decree of the President of Ukraine as his recog- 
nition of people who have made a historic contribution 
on behalf of Ukraine. 

» Bezan was instrumental in hosting and organizing 
the celebration of the 17th anniversary of Ukraine’s 
national referendum on its independence. During the 
ceremony held in the Parliament of Canada, a rare re- 
production of one of Ukraine’s sacred national treasures 
— the 16th century Peresopnytsia Gospel— was offi- 
cially presented to the Library of Parliament in Ottawa. 

» Bezan was awarded the Holy Medal of the Synod 
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in recognition of 
his historic contribution to the recognition of the So- 
viet-imposed Holodomor and also for his efforts to fa- 
cilitate the presentation of the replicated Peresopnytsia 
Gospel to the Library of Parliament. 

¢ The Ukrainian Professional and Business Club of 
Winnipeg at their 2009 Annual General Dinner Meet- 
ing presented Bezan, with a Distinguished Service 
Award, 

¢ Bezan had also been honoured by the UCC, Cana- 
dian Friends of Ukraine and the League of Ukrainian 
Canadians at an event in Toronto in June 2008. 
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Tories designate 
Communist hall 
as an historic site 


(UkrNews)—Jim Prentice, Canada’s Environment Minister and Minis- 
ter responsible for Parks Canada on Aug. 5 designated the Ukrainian Labour 
Temple in Winnipeg as a National Historic Site of Canada, on the recom- 
mendation of the Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada. 

“The designation of the Ukrainian Labour Temple not only recognizes 
the architectural significance of the building but also the important role it 
played in the social and cultural activities of Ukrainian Canadians,” said 
Prentice. 

The Ukrainian Labour Temple, located at 591-595 Pritchard Avenue, 
was built 1918-19 and enlarged in 1926. 

It was home to the pro-Soviet Ukrainian Farmer-Labour Temple Asso- 
ciation, (ULFTA) later renamed the Association of United Ukrainian Ca- 
nadians (AUUC). 

The ULFTA and the AUUC supported the Communist Party of Canada 
and several of its leaders ran as candidates. 

Its leaders were interned in 1939 and its property confiscated when the 
ULFTA opposed Canada’s war effort following the Hitler-Stalin non-ag- 
gression pact, which led to the invasion of Poland. 

They were released and backed the war effort after Nazi Germany in- 
vaded the Soviet Union in 1941. 

The ULFTA-AUUC denied the Holodomor until 1989 when the Ukrai- 
nian Soviet Socialist Republic itself admitted the forced famine had oc- 
curred. 

In the 1990s and early this millennium there was an attempt to put the 
AUUC’s Communist past behind and reconcile with the mainstream Ukrai- 
nian Canadian community, but this was reversed when then National Presi- 
dent Yuri Moskal and his supporters were ousted by hardliners. 

“This commemoration will help to ensure that this site and its associa- 
tion with pivotal events in Canada’s history will be remembered and ap- 
preciated by generations to come,” said Vic Toews, President of the Trea- 
sury Board and Regional Minister for the province of Manitoba. 

“I believe that proclaiming the Winnipeg Ukrainian Labour Temple a 
national historic site also quite rightly pays tribute to the founding mem- 
bers. These socialist-minded Ukrainian immigrants, some of whom had 
yet to receive their naturalization papers, and facing the possibility of ar- 
rest and deportation, sought and established a path along which they could 
achieve a better life for themselves, their children, their descendants, and 
for all Canadians. It is truly a historic event!” said Myron Shatulsky, Coun- 
cil Member, AUUC, and Chair, Board of Directors, Ukrainian Labour 
Temple Foundation. 

“The designation of the Ukrainian Labour Temple as a national historic 
site is exciting news,” added Nolan Reilly, Professor of Canadian History, 
University of Winnipeg. “The cultural, political, and social significance 
of this hall to large numbers of Ukrainian immigrants in Manitoba and 
across Canada is well documented in our country’s history. Congratula- 
tions to the members of the Ukrainian Labour Temple whose persever- 
ance and dedication to preserving the building and its history have been 
rewarded by this significant honour.” 

“The Ukrainian Labour Temple served as a base for Ukrainian cultural 
traditions and has been a centre point for the coordination and support of 
Ukrainian performing arts throughout Canada,” said Jason Kenney, Minis- 
ter of Citizenship, Immigration and Multiculturalism. “I am proud that my 
government has recognized the historic significance of this wonderful site.” 
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Українці довіряють 
владі найменше у світі 


Євген Солонина, Радіо Свобода 

Найменше довіряють владі на пост- 
радянському просторі громадяни України. 
Такі результати опитування, яке провела 
американська соціологічна агенція «I елап» 
упродовж останніх трьох років. Низький 
рівень довіри до влади показують і дослід-- 
ження українських соціологів. Про що 
свідчать такі результати, і які наслідки MO— 
жуть мати подібні суспільні настрої ykpa— 
їнців? 

85% українців не схвалюють діяльності 
своїх державних лідерів, тоді як у цілому 
задоволені їхньою роботою лише 4 90. 
Такими є підсумки дослідження соціологів 
агенції «Гелап», яке провели у травні цього 
року, а виявили 30 липня. Дослідники 
запевняють, що в Україні спостерігається 
найнижчий рівень довіри до влади не лише 
з-поміж пострадянських країн, але й у світі. 

Для порівняння, в Литві довіряють владі 
13%, у Росії - 56, а в Азербайджані та 
Казахстані - понад 70%. 

Незадоволення українців фахівці агенції 
«Гелап» пояснюють тривалим протистоян--- 
ням між Президентом Віктором Ющенком 
та Прем'єр-міністром Юлією Тимошенко, 
яке за останні півтора року повністю пара- 
лізувало політичну діяльність в Україні. Як 
наслідок, рівень довіри учасників опиту-- 
вання до кожного з цих лідерів виявився 
вкрай низьким. 

Зокрема, Ющенку довіряють лише 7% 
громадян, Тимошенко - лише кожен п'я- 
тий. У сусідній Росії президенту Дмітрію 
Медведєву та прем'єру Владіміру Путіну 
довіряють відповідно 68 та 77% громадян. 

Опитування проводилося на вулицях 
міст, методом усного інтерв'ю. Такі самі 
дослідження минулого та позаминулого 
років свідчать, що раніше українці довіряли 
владі дещо більше. 

Про низьку популярність дій українських 
лідерів свідчать і національні дослідження. 
Зокрема, останнє опитування центру Pa— 
зумкова показало, що 85% громадян BBa— 
жають дії керівництва держави неправиль - 


ними. Цікавим є те, що найбільше українці 
довіряють церкві (дві третини опитаних), а 
найменше - банкам, політичним партіям та 
центральним органам влади - 4 та 2,9 90. 

Недовіра владі відображає величезний 
пласт політичних та соціальних проблем у 
країні, але водночас вона є ознакою «до- 
рослішання» суспільства й ознакою по- 
чатку позитивних змін, вважає заступник 
директора соціологічної служби центру 
Разумкова Михайло Міщенко. 

«Рівень задоволення діями влади пов'я-- 
заний з двома чинниками: і якість дій влади, 
i рівень запитів суспільства, — говорить CO— 
ціолог. - Тобто, в Україні спостерігаємо не 
лише проблеми зі владою, але й високі сус- 
пільні запити до неї. Таким чином, недовіра 
до влади сигналізує про близькі політичні 
зміни у державі. Цим пояснюється феномен 
«пошуку нового кандидата» і відносно ви- 
сокий рейтинг Арсенія Яценюка, пов'я- 
заний передусім із тим, що він фактично 
не був при владі». 

У центрі Разумкова вважають, що недо-- 
віра до можновладців є характерною рисою 
українського соціуму. Довіра зростала ли- 
ше у 1999 та 2005 році, після президент- 
ських виборів, і це було винятком 13 загаль- 
ної закономірності 

Втім, частина науковців взагалі не погод-- 
жується з результатами подібних опиту-- 
вань. Найнижчий у світі ступінь довіри до 
влади в Україні - це перебільшення, пере- 
конана академік НАН України, директор 
Інституту демократії та соціальних дослід- 
жень Елла Лібанова. 

«По-перше, наше населення не дуже 
звичне брати участь у такого роду дослід- 
женнях і тому не завжди щиро відповідає, 
- каже вона. - По-друге, наскільки мені 
відомо, коли опитування стосується елек- 
торальних уподобань, рівень відмов брати 
в ньому участь сягає 6090». 

Влла Лібанова не заперечує, що українці 


не задоволені нинішньою владою. Проте! 


вважає, що реальний рівень довіри до неї є 
набагато більшим, ніж 4 відсотки. 


Українські інтелектуали 
написали листа до ЄС 1 США 


(Радіо Свобода)- -Україна може i має 
зробити свій внесок у безпеку, стабільність 
і процвітання Європи та є ключовою для 
подальшого розширення простору свободи 
і демократії на Сході Європи. Про це йдеть- 
ся в листі ініціативної групи громадських і 
політичних діячів України до адміністрації 
США, урядів та громадськості країн ЄС. 

«Ми - інтелектуали і політики, урядовці 
і громадські діячі, фахівці і бізнесмени, 
науковці і журналісти - написали цього 
листа, бо для нас Україна є не просто поз-- 
начкою на географічній карті. Ми не згодні 
миритися з тим, щоб нашу країну вико- 
ристовували як місце для присвоювання 
нечесних статків. Ми хочемо жити в сучас- 
ній демократичній правовій державі, яка 
захищатиме інтереси відповідальних гро-- 
мадян, а не здирників, керуватиметься 
верховенством права, а не клановими інте - 
ресами», - мовиться в листі, який був пода-- 
ний до відома 28 липня. 

Для цього автори листа закликають лібе-- 
ралізувати візовий режим між Україною та 
ЄС і США, розвивати співпрацю Україна- 
НАТО, сприяти збільшенню прозорості 
енергетичного ринку України та його ін- 
теграції до загальноєвропейської системи. 

Політика «Східне партнерство» повинна 
стати дієвим інструментом модернізації 

України й інших країн-учасників, а не 
відкупним внеском від Брюсселю, наголо-- 
шують автори звернення. 

«Ми прагнемо демократичної conijap— 
ності не проти когось, а проти минулого - 
заради майбутнього і заради наших спіль-- 
них цінностей. Ми противники тих сил, які 


прагнуть тиранії й поневолення, що є воро- 
гами всіх вільних суспільств. 

Ми впевнені - безпека Європи та цілого 
Євроатлантичного простору є неподіль- 
ною. Вона гарантується безпекою України, 
і навпаки. Стабільна Європа та її зростання 
не існуватимуть при нестабільній і небез-- 
печній Україні. Спільне усвідомлення B3a— 
ємної залежності і взаємної необхідності — 
ключдо правильних дій. А правильні кроки 
сьогодні - підвалини під наше i ваше май- 
бутнє», - сказано у листі. 

Звернення до ЄС і Сполучених Штатів 
підписали, зокрема, письменники Юрій 
Андрухович i Микола Рябчук, колишній 
секретар РНБО Володимир Горбулін, спів-- 
голова Харківської правозахисної групи 
Євген Захаров, перший заступник Голови 
Меджлісу кримськотатарського народу 
Рефат Чубаров, президент Національного 
університету «Києво-Могилянська ака- 
демія» Сергій Квіт, віце-ректор Українсь-- 
кого католицького університету у Львові, 
колишній член Української Гельсінкської 
Групи та в'язень сумління Мирослав Mapu— 
нович, поет і видавець Іван Малкович. 

В інтерв'ю Радіо Свобода один із підпи- 


і! 
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Львівська міліція охороняла мітингувальників, 26 липня 2009 р. 


У Львові заборонили розгорнути 
Ггоргіївську стрічку на честь 
радянських визволителів 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

Без сутичок 1 провокацій, під пильною 
охороною міліції та СБУ у Львові відбува-- 
лися заходи з нагоди відзначення 65-річчя 
вступу до міста Червоної Армії. Львівський 
окружний адміністративний суд заборонив 
російському молодіжному братству роз- 
гортати найбільшу у світі Георгіївську 
стрічку і проводити пішу ходу містом. 

Заходи з нагоди 65-річниці вступу у 
Львів Червоної Армії заплановані на три 
дні поспіль, з 25 до 27 липня. У місто при- 
були два депутати Російської Держдуми, 
представники російських молодіжних 
організацій з Криму та східних областей 
України. Саме кримчани привезли у місто 
Лева найбільшу у світі Георгіївську стрічку, 
розміром 10 на 50 метрів. 

Вони планували у неділю розгорнути на 
Марсовому полі Георгіївську стрічку і прой-- 
тись із нею центральними вулицями міста, 
щоб у такий спосіб вшанувати 65-річницю 
визволення Львова від німецької армії. 

Однак львівська міськрада оскаржила 
такі наміри представників російського MO— 
лодіжного братства у суді. Мер Андрій Ca— 
довий заявив, що Львів намагаються пере-- 
творити на поле для політичних заворушень. 

Львівський окружний адміністративний 
суд спершу дозволив проводити російсько -- 
му молодіжному братству заходи, але це 
рішення знову ж таки було оскаржене і суд 
категорично заборонив проводити пішу 
ходу і розгортати Георгіївську стрічку. 

Голова Руського молодіжного братства 
Кирило Арбатов зазначив. «Ми не перший 
рік проводимо акцію «Теоргіївська стріч- 
ка», і ніколи не було жодних ексцесів. 
Спершу суд ухвалив рішення і визнав, що 
наша акція не несе провокаційного забар-- 
влення, не має небезпеки і було відмовлено 
міській раді у позові. Раптом друге цілком 
протилежне рішення із забороною пішої 


ходи 1 розгортання стрічки». 

26 липня, представники Російських това. - 
риств дотримались судового рішення і ли-- 
ше взяли участь у панахиді на Пагорбі cna— 
ви, місці поховання радянських вояків. У 
цей час представники українських патріо-- 
тичних організацій вшанували на Марсо- 
вому полі пам'ять жертв HKBC, тих, хто 
був закатований у львівських тюрмах під 
час радянського режиму. 

Для львів'ян прихід Червоної Армії 27 
липня 1944 року означав чергову окупацію, 
зазначив голова Товариства пошуку жертв 
війни «Пам'ять» Любомир Горбач. Адже 
українці як в Галичині, так і на Волині не 
могли вважати солдат Червоної армії виз-- 
волителями, бо пам'ятали, скільки крові 
було пролито в 1939-1941 роках. 

«Своєю акцією Георгіївська стрічка po— 
сійські братства навмисно розпалюють 
протистояння. Зрозуміло, що радянська 
армія як в 39, так i 44 роках принесла жа- 
хіття, людей вивозили, арештовували. Вона 
не відрізнялась за жорстокістю від німець-- 
кої армії. Що радянська, що німецька TOTa— 
літарні системи мали на меті не добробут 
українців, а винищення людей і захоплення 
земель», - каже Любомир Горбач. 

У Львові радянські визволителі досі aco— 
ціюються з початком нових репресій. По 
суті, львівську інтелігенцію після 1944 po— 
ку було цілком знищено, гарні помешкання 
корінних львів'ян зайняли визволителі, які 
назавжди оселились у Львові. 

Відзначення радянських свят у Львові 
уже роками зводиться до галасливого полі-- 
тичного протистояння у вигляді малолюд-- 
них мітингів під пильною охороною міліції. 

А 27 липня сьомий рік поспіль у Львові 
оголошений днем жалоби за сімдесятьма 
сьома загиблими під час авіашоу на Скни-- 
лівському летовищі. 


Генпрокуратура запевняє, що Пукач у безпеці 


(Радіо Свобода)- Вчинення будь-яких 
незаконних дій щодо колишнього керівника 
управління кримінального розшуку МВС 
Олексія Пукача, який перебуває в камері 
під посиленою охороною, є неможливим, 
заявляють у Генпрокуратурі. 

«Цього не може бути апріорі. Біля дверей 
камери постійно чергують бійці спецпід- 
розділу СБУ «Альфа», крім того, в самій 


сантів листа, письменник і науковець Ми- | камері встановлено чотири системи відео - 


кола Рябчук зазначив: «Зрозуміло, хто є 
головною загрозою для східних європейців 
і, зокрема, для України. Очевидно, що не 
якесь там міфічне НАТО, а власне той 
сусід, який постійно здійснює різноманітні 
провокації, на усіх абсолютно фронтах. 
Економіка, Чорноморський флот, куль- 


спостереження, які передають зображення 
на спеціальний монітор в режимі он-лайн. 
Тому той, хто хоче вчинити щось забо- 
ронене, є, як максимум, самогубцем», — 
зазначили в Генпрокуратурі. 

У відомстві спростували інформацію, по- 
ширену 4 серпня в ЗМІ, про нібито виявлену 


тура, і мас медіа, і меншинні проблеми, і | мотузку в камері, де утримують Пукача. 


тому подібне». 


Зі свого боку, в СБУ зазначили, що «бій-- 


ці «Альфи» цілодобово охороняють Пука-- 
ча, забезпечуючи його права як людини, яка 
перебуває під вартою в місці тимчасового 
тримання». 

4 серння газета «Україна молода» повідо-- 
мила з посиланням на «джерело, наближене 
до правоохоронних органів», що «учора 
вранці під час огляду камери, в якій під 
посиленою охороною спецпідрозділу 
«Альфа» перебуває колишній генерал 
Пукач, виявили півтораметрову мотузку». 

«Постає питання: як цей предмет міг пот-- 
рапити туди і з якою метою? Адже довжини 
шнура вистачило б, щоб Пукач наклав на 
себе руки. Відтак можна говорити, що дех- 
то свідомо підштовхує головного фігуранта 
у справі про вбивство журналіста Гонгадзе 
до самогубства», - сказав виданню його 
співрозмовник. 
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Russian Patriarch’s visit 
creates storm in Ukraine 


By Claire Bigg 

(RFE/RL)—Some see him as their spiritual father. 
Others say he is merely doing the bidding of his Krem- 
lin masters. 

Patriarch Kirill, the head of the powerful Russian 
Orthodox Church, visited Ukraine for 10 days July 27 
to Aug. 5. The tour once again underscored the country’s 
deeply ambivalent feelings toward Russia’s main reli- 
gious authority. 

The Russian Orthodox Church retains formal author- 
ity over Ukraine’s Orthodox Christians, but is losing 
growing numbers of faithful to Ukrainian splinter 
churches. 

Kirill’s arrival in Kyiv on July 27 unleashed passion- 
ate reactions. Scuffles and heated arguments erupted 
as the patriarch prepared to hold a liturgy at one of 
Kyiv’s churches on July 28. 

One demonstrator condemned what he said was “the 
ongoing expansion of the Moscow Patriarchate of the 
Russian Orthodox Church on Ukraine’s Orthodox ter- 
ritory.” 

Nearby, a worshipper voiced her anger at the pro- 
testers’ attempt to disrupt the prayers. 

“T came here to pray, but these bastards are prevent- 
ing me from doing so with their screams,” she com- 
plained. “They are trying to discredit the Orthodox 
people, and this disgraceful behavior will be punished 
at the first occasion.” 

Kirill was on his first visit to Ukraine since being 
enthroned as patriarch in February following the death 
of his predecessor, Aleksy II. The patriarch insisted that 
his visit was spiritual, not political. 

But protester Oles Shevchenko, for one, was not con- 
vinced. Shevchenko, one of 5,000 demonstrators who 
marched against Kirill’s visit in Kyiv, believes the pa- 
triarch was in Ukraine to promote the Kremlin’s agenda. 

“This visit has nothing to do with religion. It is fully 
in line with the imperial policy of Kremlin,” he said. 
“He has a KGB attitude. When he arrived, he said that 
“everything here is ours, that for us there are no politi- 
cal borders.”” 

Despite Kirill’s assurances that his sole aim was to 
unite fractious Orthodox Christians, his latest state- 
ments have added fuel to the political, religious, and 
economic disputes pitting Ukraine against Russia. 

Speaking on Ukrainian television on July 28, Kirill 
said Russians and Ukrainians were one and the same 
people and called on them not to sacrifice their values 
in the pursuit of closer ties with Europe — a veiled jab 
at Ukrainian efforts to move away from Russia’s orbit 
and join NATO. 

Such comments are likely to anger many in Ukraine, 
who claim the Moscow Patriarchate is bent on under- 
mining Ukraine’s independence from its former impe- 
rial master. 

“The Moscow patriarchate is a church of Russian 
people, and we have a different state. Ukrainians are 
not Russians, and Ukraine is not Russia,” Bishop 
Yevstrat Zorya, a spokesman for the Kyiv Patriarch- 
ate, told RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service. 

During his three-day visit in Kyiv, Kirill also con- 
demned attempts to “falsify” history, echoing earlier 
Kremlin criticism of Ukraine’s campaign to have the 
Holodomor, a Stalin-era famine that killed millions of 
Ukrainians, recognized internationally as genocide. 

What made Kirill’s visit most controversial is his 


claim to spiritual authority on Ukrainian territory — 
an issue that has strong political overtones due to the 
Moscow Patriarchate’s coziness with the Kremlin. 

Orthodox Christianity, born from the 1054 Great 
Schism with Rome, is the dominant faith in Ukraine. 

But the country’s Orthodox Christians are split be- 
tween parishes loyal to the powerful Moscow Patri- 
archate and an autonomous Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
that broke off from Moscow in the 1990s after the col- 
lapse of the Soviet Union. 

Moscow continues to consider the Kyiv Patriarchate 
schismatic. 

Advocates of an independent Ukrainian church con- 
tend that while the Russian-backed church controls the 
majority of parishes in Ukraine, the country has more 
Orthodox faithful than Russia and deserves its own, 
separate church. 

Ukraine’s Western-leaning president, Viktor 
Yushchenko, has long urged Russia to formally grant in- 
dependence to the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Kyiv 
Patriarchate, which many Ukrainians regard as a key el- 
ement of their nation’s post-Soviet national identity. 

He has sought the support of Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew I of Constantinople, the spiritual leader 
of the word’s 250 million Orthodox believers, but has 
not received a clear response. 

Yushchenko’s renewed call for an independent 
Church during talks with Kirill July 27 met with an icy 
rebuff. 

“This Church already exists, Mr. President. It is the 
local Church of Ukraine, and if it did not exist, Ukraine 
would not exist today,” Kirill hit back. “There is no 
imperialism here, no domination over others. There is 
only a clear Orthodox doctrine: the patriarch is 
everyone’s father, regardless of the color of passports 
in people’s pockets or the state in which they live.” 

The patriarch went on to describe Kyiv as the “south- 
ern capital of Russian Orthodoxy,” and dismissed 
Ukzaine’s breakaway churches as “wounds” on the body 
of the Russian Orthodox Church. 

Some Ukrainians, weary of the ongoing feuding be- 
tween Russian and Ukrainian Orthodox Christians, wel- 
comed Kirill’s message of unity. 

Former deputy Inna Bohoslovska, now a candidate in 
the 2010 presidential election, said she was inspired by 
the religious service held by Kirill in Kyiv on July 27. 

“Tf at least a few thousand people felt the way I did 
during the service, I’m sure this will be the biggest posi- 
tive effect of this visit,’ she said. “The speculations 
and fights that surround Orthodoxy in Ukraine, are а 
disgrace for our country.” 

Despite his strong following in Ukraine, Kirill had 
trouble dispelling doubts about the motives behind his 
Ukrainian pilgrimage. 

His visit came as a resurgent Russia seeks to boost 
its influence on the international scene, including in 
the religious sphere. Russian political leaders have 
staunchly backed the Moscow Patriarchate’s campaign 
to bring its foreign offshoots into the fold. 

These efforts saw the formal reunification in 2007 
of the Moscow church with its main dissident branch, 
the U.S.-based Russian Orthodox Church Abroad, 
whose founders fled Bolshevik rule almost a century 
ago. 

RFE/RL’s Ukrainian and Russian Services contributed 
to this report. 


SBU can rove purposeful destruction ої UGCC 


(RISU)—The deputy head of the 


Patriarch Filaret 
refutes Patriarch 
Kuirill’s statements 


(RISU)—As UNIAN reports, the primate of the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church-Kyivan Patriarchate (UOC-KP) refuted the statement of the Pa- 
triarch of Moscow, while speaking during the celebratory liturgy near the 
monument of St. Volodymyr for the anniversary of the Baptism of Kyivan 
Rus. 

“Speaking of a unified national Church in Ukraine, Patriarch Kirill meant 
the Russian Orthodox Church, but here in Ukraine we need to have our 
own local Orthodox church,” pointed out Patriarch Filaret. 

“Everything built on a lie sooner or later will be ruined, because the 
Lord’s patience has its limits,” said the patriarch. 

“Whoever says that God is with him, but in reality does not fulfill God’s 
commandments, does not love his brothers and sisters, is not with God,” 
added Patriarch Filaret. 
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CHORAL DIRECTOR Required for Ukrainian Cultural 
Association of United Ukrainian Canadians is a national organization 
of community based groups. Fax resume: 780-430-7078. Include a 
cover letter, detailing qualifications. 


ada Alberta Health 
Services 


Join our Health Advisory Councils 
Volunteer to Improve Lives 


Health Advisory Councils have been established to enhance and 
develop partnerships between communities and Alberta Health 
Services. Everything we do at Alberta Health Services centers on 
the health of Albertans. Community input and engagement further our 
ability to provide quality, patient-focused health care that is accessible 
and sustainable. This is our mission; you can help us succeed. 


The Alberta Health Services team is committed to engaging the public 
in arespectful, open and accountable manner to support the strategic 
direction of the organization. Community input and feedback allow us 
to better identify the individual health needs of communities. Your 
contribution can help make this happen. 


Each council] will consist of 10 to 15 volunteer members who are 
passionate about their communities and the health service delivery 
system. Take this opportunity to be part of one of 12, geographically 
based councils and act as an ambassador for your community, your 
neighbours and your family. 


Health Advisory Council members will: 


» Provide feedback about what is working well within the health 
care system and suggest areas for improvement; 


» Engage members of the community and communicate what is 
being said about health services in their area; 


¢ Consider quality and safety reports provided by Alberta Health 
Services and identify issues or trends from a local perspective; 
and 


© Provide feedback to Alberta Health Services on matters 
pertaining to health services and service delivery. 


To volunteer, you must be 18 years of age or older and have good 
communication and interpersonal skills. We are seeking individuals 
who reflect the diversity of our communities and who have an interest 
in the health of the community and health issues. 


Please consider sharing your time and talents in this rewarding 


State Archives of the Security Ser- 
vice of Ukraine, Serhii Kokin, said 
in an interview to the German Wave 
that the archives of Ukraine contain 
over a thousand documents confirm- 
ing that the top leadership of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union was involved in the destruc- 
tion of the Ukrainian Greek Catho- 
lic Church, RISU’s Ukrainian-lan- 
guage web site reported citing 
UNIAN, Aug. 5. 

According to Kokin, most of these 
documents are still classified. He 
also noted that the recently pub- 
lished letter, in which the head of 
the Communist Party of the Ukrai- 
nian Soviet Socialist Republic, 
Nilita Khrushchev, informed Stalin 
about the liquidation of the “Uniate” 
Church, is most probably authentic. 

According to Kokin, the second 


or third copy of the letter can be kept 
in the former Archive of the Central 
Committee of the Ukrainian Com- 
munist Party, now, the Central State 
Archive of Public Associations of 
Ukraine. 

“The textual analysis method can 
prove if it is a true copy. For it is 
clear that the first copy was sent to 
Moscow and the second one was left 
here,” he noted. 

Kokin says that historians have al- 
ready declassified 240 documents of 
the workers of security service of 
USSR, who watched priests, inter- 
rogated and tortured them, and 
wrote reports for Khrushchev on the 
basis of their testimonies. He is con- 
vinced that the historic truth should 
be restored. However, he could not 
say if it will be possible to initiate 
proceedings and sentence the perpe- 
trators on the basis of these proofs. 


“According to Rafael Lemkin, the 
liquidation of a national church is 
an attribute of genocide, as it is 
aimed against a certain group of 
people. The question arises why ex- 
actly the Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church was liquidated when there 
were also other denominations,” 
noted Kokin. 


effort. 


For more information, or to complete an Expression of Interest form, 
visit our website at: 
www.albertahealthservices.ca/communityengagement.htm 
Phone: 780-342-8166 or Toll-free: 1-877-275-8830 

Email; community.engagement@albertahealthservices.ca 
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Ukraine’s leadership 
is abysmal 


The news that Ukrainians have the least trust in their authorities not 
only from among the post-Soviet states, but also in the world at large, 
should come as no surprise. The disapproval rating lies at 85% while only 
4% approve their leaders’ performances. By contrast 56% approve in Russia 
and over 70 % in Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan. Only 7% of the population 
trust President Viktor Yushchenko and only 20% trust Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko. In Russia, 68% trust President Dmitry Medvedev and 77% 
trust Prime Minister Vladimir Putin. To be fair, it should be noted that it is 
a lot more difficult to attain a high trust level in a democratic country 
where a free media exposes all the politicians’ faults, than in a dictator- 
ship where the state-controlled media slavishly follows a neo-Stalinist 
cult of personality. But the fact remains that the performance in office of 
all contemporary Ukrainian leaders has been abysmal. 

Let’s start with Yushchenko himself. Never before in Ukrainian history 
has a leader come to power with such great goodwill and potential for real 
change than did Yushchenko, carried by the momentum of the Orange 
Revolution. Never before in Ukrainian history has a leader managed to 
blow this potential in such a spectacular fashion. Instead of tackling cor- 
ruption and initiating the serious reform he was given such a powerful 
mandate to do, he allowed the system to rot even further while prancing 
around on the world stage and spending the rest of his time in a totally 
destructive personality conflict with Yulia Tymoshenko. 

We used to have hope in Tymoshenko, believing her to be the iron lady 
Ukraine so sorely needed. But lately she has shown that she is concerned 
only with preserving power for the sake of power. This was best exempli- 
fied by her willingness to enter a grand coalition with Viktor Yanukovych’s 
Party of Regions and initiate most undemocratic constitutional changes 
which would keep every other party except those two out of parliament 
and extend the current term of parliament by two years. Furthermore, her 
stubborn refusal to initiate the economic reforms demanded by the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund as a condition of its loans clearly demonstrates 
that she would prefer to bankrupt the country, than take any necessary 
action that could potentially lose her some votes. That is not leadership. 

Then there is Arseniy Yatseniuk, an unknown factor and considered the 
great hope of the pro-Western forces. Yet, his supposed pro-Western ori- 
entation flies in the face of reports that he is using Russian political con- 
sultants. Could he be a Trojan Horse? 

Which brings us to Viktor Yanukovych, the devil we all know. He is 
very likely to be the next President of Ukraine, as he has had the fortune to 
be in opposition while the country suffers through the worst economic 
downturn in all of Europe. Perhaps all the pro-Russian rhetoric he en- 
gages in is just that — rhetoric. Perhaps, should he attain power, he, and 
all the Eastern Ukrainian oligarchs who support him, will realize that the 
only way to maintain their ill-gotten gains and self-interest is through a 
strong and viable independent Ukrainian state. They only have to look to 
the north and east to see what ravages may be inflicted upon them should 
Ukraine fall under the control of Putin’s Russia. Of course, we wouldn’t 
even be engaging in such wishful speculation if we had any pro-Western 

leader we could trust. 

The Ukrainian people have shown a remarkable resiliency and ability 
to weather some of the greatest catastrophes in human history. Too bad 
their leaders have shown an equally remarkable level of incompetence. 
When will the country get the leadership it truly deserves? 
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Russia-Ukraine diplomatic war 


By Taras Kuzio 

(Jamestown Foundation)—On July 27 the 
Kommersant daily, citing diplomatic sources, said that 
Ukraine intended to expel the Russian General Consul 
in Odesa, Oleksandr Grachov. The Ukrainian authori- 
ties have long accused the consulate of involvement in 
the illegal distribution of Russian passports to Crimean 
citizens. Kommersant described the expulsion of two 
Russian diplomats in close proximity as “the begin- 
ning of a diplomatic war between Moscow and Kyiv.” 
Ukrainian sources revealed that the first diplomat that 
was expelled, a senior adviser to the Russian Embassy 
Vladimir Lysenko, had responsibility for maintaining 
contact and cooperating with “compatriots” in Ukraine. 
In effect, he provided finance for pro-Russian organi- 
zations in Ukraine, a Ukrainian diplomatic source told 
Ukrayinska Pravda. Lysenko was warned two years 
earlier by the Ukrainian foreign ministry. On that oc- 
casion Lysenko had questioned Ukrainian sovereignty 
over the Crimea in conjunction with the Black Sea Fleet 
base. 

Ukrainian leaders are anxious that Russia will refuse 
to withdraw from Sevastopol in 2017, since Moscow 
continues to raise the question of extending the lease 
indefinitely and adding new vessels to the fleet. On 
July 26 the Commander-in-Chief of the Russian Navy 
Admiral Vladimir Vysotskiy attended the Black Sea 
Fleet annual parade, the first occasion that such a se- 
nior Russian officer has carried out the duty. Vysotskiy 
said during his visit that a portion of the fleet should 
remain in Sevastopol after 2017. “We are saying that 
Sevastopol is for us unfortunately not the main base of 
the Black Sea Fleet, as it is outlined in the 1997 agree- 
ment, but it is an important base”. Vysotskiy blamed 
political speculation by Ukrainian politicians for claims 
that the fleet could not remain beyond 2017. 

The fleet is based there on a temporary article in the 
Ukrainian constitution that permits foreign bases for 
20 years. After 2017 the article will not be valid and 
for the fleet to be permitted to remain beyond that date 
would require changing the Ukrainian constitution. This 
would be highly unlikely, as it would require 300 votes, 
which the pro-Russian forces could never muster. Opin- 
ion polls show that public support for Party of Regions 
leader Viktor Yanukovych and Communist Party leader 
Petro Symonenko total 40 percent, a long way from a 
two thirds constitutional majority. 

The Ukrainian foreign ministry responded to Admi- 
ral Vysotskiy by saying that “we would like to stress 
that on the question of the term for the basing of the 
Black Sea Fleet of the Russian Federation there are no 
different viewpoints; there is simply a state (derzhayna) 
position declared on different levels.” Documents on 
the termination of the basing agreement in 2017 are in 
preparation, the spokesman said, as the constitution 
forbids any alternative scenario. Tension surrounding 
the fleet remains high. The Ukrainian interior minis- 


try, acting on intelligence provided by military intelli- 
gence and the security service, recently halted the trans- 
portation of fleet missiles on three occasions (since they 
lacked permits), as they were transported through the 
streets of Sevastopol. On two of these occasions the 
transportation did not include the required fire engine 
in case of an accident in a heavily populated area. 

According to the 1997 agreement, the fleet is obliged 
to request from the Ukrainian defense ministry a per- 
mit for transportation of any kind outside the Sevastopol 
base. If no permit is received, then the transportation 
infringes Ukrainian legislation, an adviser to Ukraine’s 
foreign ministry stated. 

The National Security and Defense Council (NRBO) 
issued a statement on July 24 on the issue of transpor- 
tation by the fleet. The NRBO stated that infringements 
had reached a “systematic character” that “continues 
to ignore what is laid out in the bilateral agreement, 
international law and in Ukrainian legislation. The re- 
sult is that the inhabitants of Sevastopol and Ukraine’s 
national security have been placed under serious threat.” 
The statement continued, “It would appear that this is 
purposefully undertaken to demonstrate disrespect to 
(Ukraine’s) national sovereignty...” 

Admiral Vysotskiy admitted that this had broken the 
1997 agreement and promised an investigation. 
Whether the investigation will lead to any change in 
the fleet’s posture in Sevastopol is doubtful. During 
Leonid Kuchma’s presidency from 1997-2004 the 
Ukrainian authorities turned a blind eye to the fleet’s 
repeated flouting of the 1997 basing agreement. 

The “rocket-diplomatic war,” as Ukrayinska Pravda 
described it, is anew phenomenon, as the current Ukrai- 
nian leadership has opted to force the fleet to adhere to 
every aspect of the 1997 agreement. One factor influ- 
encing President Yushchenko to adopt this policy is the 
shock in Kyiv over the use of fleet to attack Georgia in 
August 2008. Ukraine had not expected that its terri- 
tory would be used to launch any aggression against 
an ally. The missiles illegally transported through 
Sevastopol were the same type used against the Geor- 
gian navy during the Russian aggression against Geor- 
gia. 

On the eve of the fleet’s annual parade attempts to 
hold a rehearsal were also blocked by the Ukrainian 
interior ministry due to the lack of permits for 22 Rus- 
sian armoured personnel carriers to trundle through 
Sevastopol. One Russian diplomatic source described 
this as another “provocation”. 

Tension in the Crimea is at its highest since Ukraine 
faced the separatist challenge in the mid-1990’s. Ex- 
ternally, Russia has launched a widespread ideological 
campaign against Ukraine (and Georgia) that has made 
the former the third most disliked country in Russia. 
This tension in the Crimea is largely ignored by the 
E.U., NATO and the U.S. — though it is an increasing 
priority in Kyiv. 


Pukach °g detention a boost for Yushchenko? 


By Pavel Korduban 

(Jamestown Foundation)— The Security Service of 
Ukraine (SBU) has arrested former Police General 
Oleksy Pukach, a key suspect in the murder of investi- 
gative journalist Heorhiy Gongadze in 2000. It is be- 
lieved that Pukach was the main link between the po- 
licemen who killed Gongadze — they received long 
prison sentences in 2008 — and the people who com- 
missioned his murder. Along with President Viktor 
Yushchenko’s mysterious poisoning in 2004, the mur- 
der of Gongadze has been one of the main unsolved 
mysteries in the pre-Orange Revolution Ukraine which 
Yushchenko pledged to solve. If Pukach proves coop- 
erative, the murder case might be solved and certain 
top officials could be implicated. This might also im- 
prove Yushchenko’s chances of re-election in January 
2010, which are meager at the moment as his popular- 
ity does not exceed 3-4 percent. 

Mykola Melnychenko, the ex-bodyguard of ex-Presi- 
dent Leonid Kuchma who claims to have secretly re- 
corded conversations in Kuchma’s office shortly after 
Gongadze’s murder, alleged that Kuchma, (along with 
his chief aide Volodymyr Lytvyn and the Interior Min- 
ister Yury Kravchenko) ordered the police to kill 
Gongadze. The three consistently denied any involve- 
ment and the authenticity of Melnychenko’s record- 
ings is disputed. The investigation into Gongadze’s 
murder before Kuchma left office in early 2005 was 
mishandled. This prompted street protests against 
Kuchma in the early 2000’s, which eventually led to 
the Orange Revolution — the mass protests against 
election falsifications that brought Yushchenko to 
power. 

SBU operatives found Pukach on July 21 in a vil- 
lage in Zhytomyr Region, near Kyiv, where he lived a 
quiet country life pretending to be a former sea cap- 


tain. Pukach was first arrested in 2003, though a court 
ordered his release in return for a guarantee that he 
would not flee —which he promptly ignored. 

Svyatoslav Piskun, who was fired from the post of 
prosecutor-general soon afterwards, now claims that 
he was dismissed for finding proof of Pukach’s guilt. 
Andry Kozhemyakin, the former head of the SBU’s 
department responsible for the investigation who now 
leads Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko’s caucus in par- 
liament, claimed that the SBU was prevented from 
catching Pukach in Israel in 2005 by a deliberate leak 
of information. However, both SBU Deputy Chief Vasyl 
Hrytsak, who announced the capture of Pukach on July 
22, and Pukach’s lawyer Serhy Osyka claimed that he 
had not left Ukraine since Gongadze’s murder. 

Hrytsak and Osyka disagreed on a more fundamen- 
tal issue. Hrytsak said that Pukach has already named 
the individuals who commissioned the murder and ad- 
mitted to having assisted in the murder himself. Osyka 
strenuously denied this allegation. Nonetheless, the 
Kommersant-Ukraine daily on July 24 quoted an SBU 
source as insisting that Pukach did reveal who com- 
missioned the murder, naming three individuals includ- 
ing one senior official. 

Only one person identified by Melnychenko still 
holds a key position — the Speaker of the Parliament 
Volodymyr Lytvyn. One source in Washington told 
Ukrainska Pravda on July 28 that Lytvyn cancelled his 
planned visit to the U.S. immediately after Pukach’s 
arrest. Ukrainian commentator Volodymyr Fesenko 
suggested that Pukach’s detention might be used by 
political rivals both against Lytvyn and the fragile coa- 
lition of Tymoshenko where Lytvyn’s party is a junior 
partner. Lytvyn also apparently wanted to run for presi- 
dent and now his hopes may be dashed. 

Many local observers were suspicious about the fact 
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Ukraine-U.S. relations: New prospects in the wake of Biden’s visit 


By Vladimir Socor 

(Jamestown Foundation)—U.S. 
Vice-President Joe Biden held out 
prospects for a revitalized and ex- 
panded relationship with Ukraine 
during his July 20-22 visit to Kyiv 
(and Georgia on the next leg). A 
prompt follow-up to President 
Barack Obama’s July 6-7 Moscow 
visit, the vice-president’s trip was 
designed to demonstrate U.S. inten- 
tions to revert to strategic engage- 
ment in Europe’s East. 

Biden’s two public speeches in 
Ukraine offered strong reassurances 
that Washington would not sacrifice 
Ukraine’s (or any other countries’) 
interests while seeking Moscow’s 
support for U.S. interests in other 
theaters. Biden ruled out such 
“trade-offs.” The United States shall 
not “recognize” any spheres of in- 
fluence; its “resetting” of relations 
with Russia will not involve conces- 
sions at the expense of Ukraine — 
or of U.S. relations with Ukraine and 


other countries neighboring Russia; 
no country [i.e., Russia] is entitled 
to interfering with other countries’ 
policies, relationships, and choice of 
alliances; the United States is com- 
mitted to supporting an independent 
and democratic Ukraine as an “in- 
tegral part of Europe” as well as 
Ukraine’s Euro-Atlantic integration 
“if you choose that”. 

The practical value of such reas- 
surances will partly depend on de- 
veloping an active U.S. policy to- 
ward Ukraine and its European ori- 
entation and, on the other hand, de- 
veloping Ukraine’s institutional ca- 
pacity to partner with the United 
States strategically for such a policy. 
On the American side, Biden’s mes- 
sage conveyed a willingness to over- 
come the “Ukraine-fatigue” that had 
afflicted U.S. and (even more so) 
European policies toward a dysfunc- 
tional post-Orange Ukraine. The 
U.S. vice-president visited a coun- 
try that does not have ministers of 


foreign affairs, defense, finance, and 
transport —and since 2005 it has 
experienced a crisis in its political 
and legal institutions. 

With Ukraine scheduled to hold a 
presidential election in January 
2010, Biden’s Kyiv agenda included 
talks in Kyiv with presidential hope- 
fuls Viktor Yanukovych and Arseniy 
Yatseniuk (leaders of the Party of 
Regions and Front for Change, re- 
spectively) in addition to his meet- 
ings with the weakened President 
Viktor Yushchenko, Prime Minister 
and presidential hopeful Yulia 
Tymoshenko, and Parliamentary 
Chairman Volodymyr Lytvyn (po- 
tential compromise figure). 

Biden’s visit laid some of the 
groundwork for re-launching U.S.- 
Ukrainian strategic partnership re- 
lations under the Obama adminis- 
tration and pending Ukraine’s presi- 
dential election. The agenda’s sa- 
lient issues will include activating 
the U.S.-Ukraine Strategic Partner- 


U.S.-Ukraine “tough love” is mutual 


By Vladimir Socor 

(Jamestown Foundation)—U.S. Vice-President Joe 
Biden’s visit to Ukraine underscored the shift from en- 
thusiastic support of Euro-Atlantic integration goals to 
conditional support, depending on Ukraine’s own per- 
formance. Dubbed “tough love,” this revision in U.S. 
policy was long in the making, but had not received 
official high-level expression until now. A “tough-love” 
US. policy had begun to emerge in response to the 
post-Orange revolution crisis in Ukraine’s institutions 
and governance. However, the policy change was not 
officially conceptualized or articulated, nor clearly vis- 
ible to the public. The Bush administration’s loss of 
focus on Europe’s East delayed this reformulation of 
policy; and its sudden, enthusiastic but short-lived burst 
of support for Ukraine’s NATO candidacy obscured the 
actual U.S. shift toward a “tough-love” policy. 

Thus, the Obama administration is formalizing and 
articulating a policy change that was already develop- 
ing under its predecessors. As expressed by the Bush 
administration’s senior State Department official han- 
dling Ukraine, David Kramer, the United States can 
help the country to the extent that Ukraine helps itself, 
which indeed became Biden’s message in Kyiv. 

The tough-love feeling, however, turned out to be 
mutual. Excepting the weakened President Viktor 
Yushchenko, Ukrainian leaders and parties made clear 
during Biden’s visit that they do not expect unilateral 
US. favors; and also that Russia is a factor to be taken 
into account in Ukraine, particularly in an election year. 

Biden spoke with extraordinary frankness about the 
dysfunctional aspects in Ukraine’s political and eco- 
nomic systems in both of his public appearances in 
Kyiv. Portraying its political leaders as less mature than 
their own people, he wondered “why communication 
among leaders has broken down [and] political postur- 
ing prevents progress.” He told the political establish- 
ment in nearly-admonitory terms that Ukraine needs 
accountability in governance, “an independent court 
system as a check on the corruption that fuels cyni- 
cism and limits growth.” He chastised energy waste in 
Ukraine, called for phasing out energy subsidies to con- 
sumers, and openly invoked the “strings attached” to 
any U.S. or IMF lending to Ukraine, and reminded his 
audiences that “friendship requires honesty.” Based on 
shared goals, however, “the United States and Ukraine 
will work together in the months and years ahead to 
strengthen the strategic partnership”. 


Both sides were careful to de-emphasize NATO dur- 
ing Biden’s visit. Biden alluded to it obliquely as “Euro- 
Atlantic integration” (upholding any country’s right to 
opt for it) and made only one direct reference to NATO: 
“The United States also supports Ukraine’s deepening 
ties to NATO and to the European Union. But again, 
we recognize that they are your decisions, not ours, 
whether you choose the E.U. and NATO....How far and 
how fast to proceed is, again, a uniquely Ukrainian 
choice, not ours.” 

Among the top politicians, Yushchenko alone spoke 
out for Ukrainian membership in NATO during Biden’s 
visit, describing this as the only real protection against 
a Russian sphere of influence. Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko avoided the subject altogether. Party of 
Regions leader Viktor Yanukovych alluded to NATO 
negatively by saying that “between war and peace, I 
have chosen peace.” While the other presidential as- 
pirant, Front for Change leader Arseniy Yatseniuk, call- 
ing for a “new agenda” in Ukraine-U:S. relations, an- 
nounced that he discussed economics, not NATO with 
Biden. 

Support for closer relations with NATO has become 
an internal political liability in Ukraine. Among the po- 
tential candidates in the January 2010 presidential elec- 
tion, Yushchenko — with a popularity rating in the low 
single-digits — no longer has anything to lose; 
Tymoshenko has everything at stake; Yanukovych and 
his party are on record against a NATO membership 
track; and Yatseniuk has been removed from the 
parliament’s chair, in part for having co-signed last year 
with Yushchenko and Tymoshenko the application let- 
ter for a Ukrainian Membership Action Plan (MAP) 
with NATO. 

Shortly before Biden’s visit, the United States and 
more than a dozen NATO member countries had to can- 
cel the U.S.-led Sea Breeze-2009 exercise in Ukraine. 
The Verkhovna Rada declined to grant the necessary 
authorization for the participating troops’ entry to 
Ukrainian territory. Awaiting the presidential election, 
and with a defense ministry lacking a minister and other 
top officials, there seems to be no movement on 
Ukraine’s Annual National Plan, the substitute for MAP. 
Any teal progress in Ukraine-NATO relations will be 
contingent on the presidential election’s outcome. Un- 
like the previous election in 2004, Russia and the United 
States do not seem to support any particular candidates 
in the upcoming election. 


Pukach’s detention a boost for Yushchenko? 


that Pukach was arrested when the presidential race was 
about to start. It is generally believed that Yushchenko 
may benefit from the situation and improve his rating 
and some commentators even suspect Yushchenko of 
foul play. “What if the investigation will be guided ina 
certain direction?” the Den daily wondered on July 23, 
suggesting that Yushchenko could gain from this as 
“finding those who commissioned Gongadze’s murder 
was one of Yushchenko’s promises during the 2004 elec- 
tion campaign.” Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko, the 
archrival of Yushchenko, has also proven suspicious. 
“Tt is surprising that Pukach who has lived in Ukraine 
all this time and, according to certain sources, was 
watched by the police... has been detained before the 


election,” she told a press conference. 

Yushchenko requested that the SBU should guaran- 
tee the security of Pukach, since he is a very important 
witness. Yushchenko said that Pukach’s first question- 
ing was promising and consequently “society will hear 
some important news.” He made it clear that he sus- 
pects certain top officials of involvement in Gongadze’s 
murder and that he attaches to this investigation the 
symbolic meaning of “a fight between good and evil”. 
Gongadze’s widow Myroslava has been less enthusi- 
astic, forecasting that Pukach would lay all the blame 
on Kravchenko who committed suicide in 2005 and 
two police generals who died under mysterious circum- 
stances several years ago. 


ship Commission. Biden and 
Yushchenko agreed that the com- 
mission will hold its inaugural meet- 
ing in the fall in Washington. The 
commission is meant to operationa- 
lize the U.S.-Ukraine Charter of 
Strategic Partnership, signed by the 
outgoing Bush administration in 
December 2008. The commission’s 
inaugural meeting will probably be 
largely symbolic. Due to elections 
and transitions in both countries one 
after the other, the charter’s activa- 
tion will probably be delayed into 
mid-2010 (assuming a willing 
Ukrainian president and government 
after the January 2010 elections 
there). Meanwhile, the inaugural 
meeting’s agenda in the fall will in- 
clude the issues of Ukraine’s secu- 
rity in the region, energy policy, and 
the rule of law in the country. 
Re-launched partnership with 
Ukraine will also aim at improving 
Ukraine’s energy security. Biden 
discussed with Tymoshenko and 
Yushchenko the implementation of 
recently signed agreements on 
nuclear energy with the Westing- 
house and Holtec companies. The 
agreements aim to provide nuclear 
fuel for Ukrainian nuclear power 
plants and launch nuclear fuel pro- 
duction in Ukraine, so as to reduce 
the country’s now-total dependence 
on Russian nuclear fuel. Regarding 
natural gas transit, the United States 
does not plan to participate in fi- 
nancing the upgrade of Ukraine’s 
pipeline system. Washington ex- 
pects the European Union and in- 
ternational lending institutions to 
address this task, in conjunction 


market concerns. 


place. 


try monopoly is not right. 
What do you think? 


AUTOMOTIVE MANUFACTURER SERVICE MONOPOLY? 

A Bill before the House of Commons, Bill C-273, would, if passed, 
require all motor vehicle manufacturers to provide access to very nec- 
essary computer technical information required to repair vehicles up to 
ten years old to qualified independent repair facilities, something that 
some major manufacturers are not currently providing. 

Part of the major North American automobile manufacturers restruc- 
turing of operations is a huge reduction in the number of dealerships 
and an accompanying reduction in the number of dealer service depart- 
ments. Already Chrysler has been reported as having a one week wait 
for service. Those few remaining Chrysler service departments may 
well be unable to deal with the increased demand. Unless there is a 
dissemination of technical information by voluntary agreement in the 
industry or by legislation, there will be considerable problems for con- 
sumers needing to have their certain brand of vehicles repaired. 

The government supported Bill C-273 in principle at second reading, 
despite some flaws, knowing it will receive serious review when con- 
| sidered at Committee. While that review happens we are bringing car 
companies and aftermarket organizations together to work out a volun- 
tary agreement. There are benefits to establishing a voluntary system, 
aside from the obvious benefit of keeping government out of regulat- 
ing how businesses run their affairs. A voluntary system would, for 
example, have the flexibility to evolve over time to address changes in 
technology as they arise — which is one of the root causes of the after- 


Ultimately, we need to look at the best possible solution for consum- 
ers, for fairness and for ensuring an efficient and competitive market- 


However the government of Canada might consider resolving this 


issue before finalizing on an incentive agreement with manufacturers. 
Putting taxpayer money to support an auto manufacturer service indus- 
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with Ukrainian actions to introduce 
transparency, efficiency, and realis- 
tic internal prices in the energy sec- 
tor. In his public speeches in Kyiv, 
Biden urged such actions in outspo- 
ken terms, also linking the issue of 
energy security with that of national 
security for Ukraine. This coming 
fall will see the first fully-fledged 
meeting of the U.S.-Ukraine work- 
ing group on energy security. 

Finally, there must be adequate 
financing for anti-crisis programs. 
The International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) has disbursed the first two 
tranches of a $16.4 billion anti-cri- 
sis package that the United States 
supported. Disbursement of the re- 
mainder, however, is conditional on 
a decision by the Ukrainian govern- 
ment to raise internal prices for natu- 
ral gas prices for domestic consum- 
ers through at least partial elimina- 
tion of state subsidies. More realis- 
tic prices could also save Naftohaz 
Ukrainy from the constant threat of 
bankruptcy and possible takeover of 
its pipelines by Gazprom. A price 
hike by Yulia Tymoshenko’s govern- 
ment ahead of the January 2010 
presidential election could, how- 
ever, predetermine Tymoshenko’s 
defeat and the victory of her rival 
Viktor Yanukovych. Meanwhile, the 
Tymoshenko government agreed 
during Biden’s visit to settle the 
claims of the U.S. Overseas Private 
Investment Corporation (OPIC) in 
the country. This move will enable 
OPIC to resume its activities in pro- 
viding risk-protection for U.S. small 
and medium-sized entrepreneurs in- 
vesting in Ukraine. 


PETER GOLDRING 
Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 


Clockwise from above: Canada’s National Riding & Dancing Cossacks 
from Dauphin; Edmonton's Viter; Troyanda from Winnipeg; The CNUF 
Choir from Dauphin,the Wishart Hopak Dancers from Saskatchewan. 


ALL PHOTOS — THE DAUPHIN HERALD 


VOHON CANADIAN- 
BRAZIL-AUSTRALIA-UKRAINE 
TOUR 2010-2011 


1 


че "У «/НИ«А/ІЧ SAN 


AUGUST 20, 2009 7:00 P.M. 
VOHON STUDIO - 10629-98 ST., EDMONTON 


The Edmonton School of Ukrainian Dance are accepting 
registrations for 2009-2010 season. 


The School provides wood floors, barres, mirrors, dance 
floor covering, a quality Ukrainian dance program with 
classical and character ballet classes. Classes start from 
3 and up. Also offering Adult's Classes. 


Pre-register by phoning 780-424-6632 - 780-467-5019 
or register September 15 & 22, 2009 from 5 to 7 p.m. at 
Vohon Studio 10629 - 98 St., Edmonton. 


Cont. from Page 1 

“T’ve had several people coming up and comment- 
ing that it was a really good show.” 

In addition to bringing in a big name such as Ruslana, 
the festival also tried to organize more activities for 
children. 

An amateur talent competition, cultural workshops, 
wheat weaving, crafts, hair braiding, bouncy castles, 
go-karts and face painting were a few of the things of- 
fered to keep children entertained. 

“This year we did a lot of additional things with our 
children’s activities and youth,” said Katcsma. 

«І walked through here a couple of times during the 
day and this place was just buzzing with kids making 
Easter eggs and painting things and braiding their hair. 
So I think we got the kids interested.” 

Katcsma expressed that getting youth more interested 
in the festival was one of the main goals of the week- 
end. 

The festival, for the most part according to Katcsma, 
went off without a hitch. 

“You’re always going to have something, little things 
that don’t go right all the time. But nothing that we 
couldn’t handle,” he said. 

The weather was one unpredictable factor that could 
not be controlled. 


Ukrainian Мем5/Українські вісті, August 6 - 19, 2009, 6 - 19 серпня, 2009 


Ruslana headlines Dauphin’s CNUF 


Rain on Friday (July 31) caused the grandstand show 
to be moved to the hilltop stage. 

“Friday it was off and on showers so we didn’t want 
to risk it. Because once we move it up top it’s fine, but 
if we try to keep pushing it down there it just doesn’t 
work,” said Katesma. 

Though committee members may still, “be in а daze”, 
according to Каїс5та the hard work has paid off. 

“We worked hard for this one because we really 
wanted to have this festival in such a way that people 
will go away and by word of mouth they’ll say ‘oh 
yeah it was fantastic’.” 

The festival may have just ended, but there are al- 
ready some acts in place for next year that fans can 
look forward to. 

“We were working on things already because it’s our 
anniversary year so we kind of want to nip it in the bud 
and get things on the go,” said Katcsma. 

“We have pretty well confirmed that we will be hav- 
ing the Shumka dancers from Edmonton and Shumka 
will be doing a whole show, much like Ruslana had 
done. A whole grandstand show with Shumka only.” 

In addition to Shumka, CNUF has already signed 
the Sloohai band from Winnipeg to perform, as well. 

Tickets will go on sale for the 45th anniversary fes- 
tival in January or February of 2010. 


CREDIT UNION 


. ¢ 
DauphinPlains 
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UKRAINE 


(UkrNews)— The Ukrainian Shumka Dancers head- 
lined the Servus Heritage Festival held at Edmonton’s 
Hawrelak Park, Aug. 1-3. 

Shumka had originally been schedule to perform two 
shows at the Amphitheatre (Aug. 1 and 2), but the first 
was cancelled due to severe thunderstorms. 

They teamed up with Brian Cherwick and his 
Kubasonics band Aug. 2 to perform a several numbers 
including Carpathian Chimes, Vechornytski, the 
Hutsulka Ksenia, Tango, The Devil Went to Vegereville 
and closing with their signature Hopak. 

This year’s festival also featured the first “World 
Wonder” Canadian Idol-like singing contest, sponsored 
by World FM, 101.7. 

Two Ukrainians were among the 21 international 
contestants. Mykola Bilash perfoirmed hios own coi- 
composition with Michael Szubelak "М Nochi Koly 
Yasno” (At Night When It’s Bright), while Adriana 
Horobec performed Lonard Cohen’s “Hallelujah”. 

The program was MC-ed by World FM’s Program 


~ 


« 


Dicrector and Ukrainian Program host Roman Brytan, 
who also MC-ed the Shumka show. 

The Ukrainian Pavilion once again proved to be a 
crowd favourite this year, winning third place for the 
arts and crafts and entertainment categories, says the 
director of the pavilion, Stan Kobylko. 

A new feature this year was the booth and display of 
the Ukrainian National Youth Federation, which also 
performed excerpts from their “Kupalo” theatrical pre- 
sentation. Other stage performers included the Yatran 
Ukrainian Dance Academy of Edmonton and Stan and 
the Dynamics. 

The arts and crafts tent housed the displays of the 
Ukrainian Museum of Canada, the Ukrainian Catholic 
Women’s League of Canada Museum, the Kule Folk- 
lore Centre at the University of Alberta, a Genealogy 
Section, and a Media Table run by the Alberta Council 
of Ukrainian Arts. 

The food kiosk, run by volunteers, was another popu- 
lar item. 


Counterclockwise from above: Shumka does the Black Sea 
number to the recorded singing of Dnipro soloist and Shumka 
alumnus John Zinchuk; Ukrainian National Youth Federa- 
tion; Brian Cherwick blows the blues on his kubasa; Yatran; 
Mykola Bilash 


RENT IN UKRAINE - LVIV = 


New-Executive Furnished Condo 
Centre of Lviv - 50 m. from Taras Shevchenko monument 


For info or reservation please: E-mail or call 


Zenon Koziak 
Ph: 780-988-1975 * Fax: 780-988-1976 
Email: blackseahomescorp@live.com 
6005 Gateway Blvd Edmonton AB T6H 2H3 


Invest - Earn - better % than in the Bank 
Secured by real estate 


0 Chateau feuign9 7 
HOTEL & CONFERENCE CEN 


Французьке ім'я - 
Українська душа 


Ukrainian Buffet 
every Sunday 
4:30 - 8:30 pm 


Beautiful Jacuzzi rooms 

Fully Accessible rooms 

Fitness Centre 

No charge wireless high speed internet access 
Complimentary Full Hot Breakfast Buffet 


11727 Kingsway, Edmonton, AB. T5G 3A1 
1.800.661.9843 chateaulouis.com 


Скульптор Михайло Горловий перед пам'ятником. 


На Київщині споруджено 
пам'ятник жертвам Голодомору 


Анна Шкільна, Літня школа журналістики «Дня» 
Галина Клід, КІУС 

У селі Зіркачі на Київщині споруджено пам'ятник жертвам геноциду 
українського народу. Ідея належить Антону Коломійцю, члену 
історичного клубу «Холодний Яр». 

У Зіркачах він будує дім. І бажання оселитися там породжує інше 
— створити навколо себе простір, який би відповідав його культурним 
запитам. Спершу він виділив кошти для видання книги про історичне 
минуле цього села, яке у роки Голодомору було приречене було на 
винищення. Згодом, первинний задум мецената розширився до потреби 
створення й монументального дарунка, за виконання якого взявся 
письменник і скульптор Михайло Горловий. Врешті - - побачила світ 
книга «Зіркрачі» i над озером, біля церкви, з'явився пам'ятник. 

“1900 році в селі Зіркачі жило майже дві тисячі людей," каже 
Коломієць. 

"Це було велике, потужне село. Зараз жменька людей залишилася. 
Воно, як маленька краплинка води, відбиває всю історію України, її 
трагічні сторінки. Такі самі рубці є на тілі всієї України. Географічно 
зовсім не важливо, де поставити цей пам'ятник. Він присвячується 
жертвам Геноциду проти всього українського народу." 

"Жоден агресор не приніс на нашу землю страшнішого лиха, ніж 
те, яке до нас принесла більшовицька влада," додає Роман Коваленко, 
голова Кагарлицької районної ради. 

"Моїй бабусі зараз 82 роки, і вона досі боїться розповідати про 
Голодомор. Дуже символічно, що в цьому селі в нашому районі, при 
такому поважному представництві, ми відкриваємо цей монумент, чим 
даємо можливість ще і ще раз нагадати прийдешнім поколінням про 
те горе для того, щоб воно більше, не повторилося.5- - 

"Працював над пам'ятником і думав про те, що розповідала мені 
бабуся: як дядько помирав від голоду, як помирали мої односельці, як 
помирали мої родичі," каже Горловий. 

"Мені було дуже боляче і мені захотілося зробити пам'ятник дуже 
символічний. Я не хотів його робити дуже страшним. Показав вічний 
дух української землі, який тут був, є і буде. Який народжував і 
народжуватиме не одне українське покоління. Я хочу, щоб воно жило 
красиво, вродливо й багато." 

Горловий як мистець та особистість — це явище самобутнє під кіль - 
кома оглядами. Висока технічна майстерність творчости тісно переплі - 
тається у нього з тим, що я називаю глибока природня українськість. 

Почавши навчання у Київському художньому інституті в 1986 p. — 
в рік Чорнобиля — Михайло приніс із собою до кляси більше, ніж 
бажання бути скульптором. Він приніс високу національну свідомість 
українця та небайдужість до того, що діється навколо нього. У 
неспокійні часи передодня незалежности України він був активістом 
Народнього Руху України і Товариства «Просвіта». Його знали на 
вулицях Києва як учасника гарячих дискусій про мову та її статус в 
Україні. В інституті йому було приклеєно ярлик «націоналіст» і за 
дружбу з ним погрожували виключати з інституту. 

У 1989 p., під час святкування 175 річниці від дня народження Шев- 
ченкові, Михайла, який тримав гасло «Українська мова — дітям на 
рідній землі», схопили особи в цивільному й заштовхнули в чорний 
отвір броньованого автобуса. Коли він упав на східцях, його кілька 


разів вдарили носаками по тілу, а міліцейськими дубцями — по голові 
й спині. 
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Члени відділу Ліги Українців Канади у м. Лондон. 


Урочистий Ювілей Ліги 
Українців Канади у м. Лондон 


(ЛУК)- Відділ Ліги Українців Канади у м. Лондон 
святкував 59-літній ювілей своєї праці у контексті 
важливих політичних річниць: 300 років бою під 
Полтавою i смерті Гетьмана Івана Мазепи; 80 років 
від заснування Організації Українських Націоналіс-- 
тів 1 100 років від народження та 50 років від смерті 
Голови Проводу ОУН Степана Бандери. У цьому 
році відзначуємо також створення 50 років тому 
лондонського відділу Об'єднання Жінок Ліги Виз- 
волення України. 

На святкуванні були присутні місцеві громадські 
та релігійні організації, виконавчий директор Kpa— 
йової Управи ЛУК Володимир Паславський та 
члени і прихильники відділу Ліги у м. Лондон. Прог- 
рама святкування складалася з офіційної та мис-- 
тецької програми. 

Під час святкування було зазначено про велику 
працю, яку вклав на протязі свого життя покійний 


Степан Мединський - колишній голова відділу. КУ 
ЛУК передала грамоту в честь ювілею, яку теперішь- 
ня голова Марія Конопацька прийняла та висказала 
подяку від усього відділу Ліги Українців Канади. 

Головним доповідачем був Володимир Паславсь - 
кий, який зазначив, що у другій декаді цього століття 
на Лігу Українців Канади чекають нові вимоги, які 
можна розв'язати завдяки патріотичній діяльності 
та координації праці між відділами. Святкування 
річниць вшанування героїв є частиною основи дер-- 
жавотворення української нації та зміцнення 
українських досягнень у Канаді. 

Ліга Українців Канади є громадсько-політичною 
неприбутковою організацією, метою якої на основі 
об'єднаної та міцної українсько-канадської громади, 
є утвердження і розбудова незалежної демократич-- 
ної української держави, а також пропагування інте- 
ресів українців канадського походження в Канаді. 


"Наталці Полтавці" 190 — Два ювілеї 


Оксана Бризгун - Соколик 

190 років тому, в 1819 році, появилася на сцені 
полтавського театру п'єса "Наталка Полтавка". 
Автор - Іван Котляревський. 

Іван Котляревський (1769 -1838), родом з Полта- 
ви, був учителем та військовим. В 1812 році зфор- 
мував полк українського козацького війська. Від 
1816 року був головним директором полтавського 
театру. Там і зродилася ідея написати п'єсу для 
театру, яка, з використанням народних пісень, стала 
улюбленою та популярною у глядачів. 

З часом багато композиторів працювало над об- 
робкою п'єси та створенням з неї музичного твору. 
Це були: перший Адам Барезіцький, поляк з поход- 
ження, жив у Харкові, потім Алойз Єдлічка, Опанас 
Маркович, Матвій Васильєв, аж врешті Микола 
Лисенко створив на підставі п'єси Котляревського 
одноіменну оперу, яку вперше було поставлено в 
1889 році, точно 120 років тому. 


Микола Лисенко (1842 - 1912) вміло підкреслив 
поодинокі сцени, драматичні ситуації твору, настрій 
дії. І так "Наталка Полтавка" в обробці М. Лисенка 
є живучим та улюбленим твором по сьогодні. Ста- 
вили її і аматорські гуртки читалень «Просвіта», і 
оперні театри України, часто її ставили за межами 
України професіоналісти і аматори. Не раз пооди- 
нокі арії/пісні можна почути на різних імпрезах. 

«Наталка Полтавка" Миколи Лисенка дала поча- 
ток народньо-побутовому репертуарові театрів та 
має велике історичне значення в розвитку україн- 
ської музики та культури. 

З "Наталки Полтавки" зроблено два фільми. Один 
в Києві з Марією Литвиненко-Вольгемут та Іваном 
Паторжинським. Другий зробив в Америці Василь 
Авраменко, ангажуючи в головні ролі акторів- 
неукраїнців. 

Бажаємо "Наталці Полтавці" многих успішних літ 
на сценах театрів! 


Соліст гурту «Брати Гадюкіни» помер від раку 


(Радіо Свобода)- -З серпня після тривалого ліку- 
вання від раку гортані помер 46-річний Сергій Кузь- 
мінський, лідер гурту «Брати Гадюкіни». Про це 
повідомляє сайт музичного колективу. 

«На жаль, прогнози лікарів не справдилися і ми 
втратили справжнього музиканта й людину», - 
пишуть його друзі по гурту і висловлюють подяку 
усім, хто підтримав Сергія під час хвороби. 

Із 1988 року у Львові Сергій Кузьмінський був 
солістом групи «Брати Гадюкіни», західноукраїнс-- 
ької панк-фолк-блюз-групи. 

Дебютний альбом мав назву «Всьо чотко», до 
нього увійшли пісні, які стали гітами. Мова пісень 
«Гадів», як їх називали у Львові, є сумішшю східно-- 
українського суржику, польських, російських слів, 
але вимовлених з акцентом. 

У 1994 році Сергій Кузьмінський пішов з колек-- 
тиву, щоб вилікуватись у Бельгії від наркозалеж-- 
ності. Після одужання зі Львова він переїхав у Київ. 
Тут жили музиканти «Братів Гадюкіних». Сергій 
записував пісні і працював діджеєм на радіо. 

А в 2001 одружився і перебрався у Москву. В 
російській столиці виступав у клубах, підпрацьо-- 
вував діджеєм під псевдо Руберт. 

Про свою хворобу Сергій дізнався торік. У травні 
цього року він приїхав на лікування у Київ разом зі 
своєю дружиною. 
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Ukraine’s Foreign Affairs Ministry | Wrzesnewskyj foundation 
and UWC sign memorandum 


(Press Office of the Embassy of 
Ukraine in Canada)—On July 30 
Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs 
of Ukraine, the Head of the Interde- 
partmental coordinating council on 
providing the development of the 
connections with the foreign Ukrai- 
nians Yuri_ Kostenko and the Sec- 
retary General of the Ukrainian 
World Congress Stefan Romaniw 
signed the Memorandum on coop- 
eration between the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs of Ukraine and the 
Ukrainian World Congress. 

The Memorandum is aimed at im- 
proving cooperation between 
Ukraine and foreign Ukrainian com- 
munities, support of Ukrainians 
abroad, ensuring their cultural and 
educational rights, as well as using 
the potential of foreign Ukrainians 
in advancing the interests of 
Ukraine. 

The document includes the issues 


The signing ceremony. 


of the deepening of the cooperation 
in providing the protection of Ukrai- 
nians abroad interests, improving 
the international image of Ukraine, 
popularization of Ukrainian lan- 


guage, further acknowledgement the 
Holodomor 1932-1933 in Ukraine 
by world community, support of the 
European and Euro Atlantic aspira- 
tions of Ukraine. 


Russian naval commander admits violations 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Russia’s Naval Commander, 
Admiral Vladimir Vysotskiy admitted July 26 that Rus- 
sian forces had violated an agreement with Ukraine by 
attempting to transport cruise missiles across 
Sevastopol, leading to tensions with local police. 

“There is the agreement that must be scrupulously 
adhered to by both parties. I admit that the Russian 
party has violated some positions,” Vysotskiy told re- 
porters in Sevastopol. 

Police over the past four weeks three times stopped 
Russian convoys that had attempted to transport the 
cruise missiles across Sevastopol without obtaining 
proper permissions from the Ukrainian authorities. 

The developments escalated tensions between Rus- 
sia and Ukraine in the region, dominated by ethnic Rus- 
sians. A spokesman for the Russian Foreign Ministry 
the previous week defended the attempts, saying they 
were in line with the agreement. 

Vysotskiy’s comments underscore a turnaround in 
Russia’s position, suggesting that Russia’s Black Sea 
Fleet (BSF) may have failed to secure the proper per- 
missions from the Ukrainian authorities. 

Vysotskiy visited Sevastopol to celebrate Russia’s 
Navy Day on July 26. The BSF is based in Sevastopol, 
according to a 20-year lease agreement signed between 
Russia and Ukraine in 1997 after the collapse of the 
former Soviet Union. The BSF is the smallest of 
Russia’s four navies that also include the Pacific Fleet, 


Scientists seek to identify re remains of slain journalist 


(RFE/RL)—Forensics experts in 
Ukraine are trying to identify frag- 
ments of a human skull found in the 
Bilotserkivski district of Kyiv 
Oblast, RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service 
reported July 29. 

The investigators suspect that the 
remains are those of independent 
journalist Heorhiy Gongadze, who 
was abducted and beheaded by un- 
known assailants in 2000. 

On July 22, former Ukrainian po- 
lice official Oleksiy Pukach was 
detained and confessed that he was 
directly involved in Gongadze’s kill- 
ing. He cooperated with investiga- 


the Baltic Fleet and the Northern Fleet. 

“Once the festivities are over, on Monday (July 27) 
the Main Department of the Navy of the Russian Fed- 
eration will investigate this situation,’ Vysotskiy said 
in comments carried by Interfax-Ukraine. “If those 
guilty are found, they will be punished.” 

The previous week Ukraine’s police stopped a BSF 
convoy of three heavy trucks carrying at least three 
powerful cruise missiles. 

“The Russian navy has been posing a threat to lives 
of Sevastopol residents,” a Ukrainian naval officer said. 
“This must be first agreed by the Ukrainian authori- 
ties.” 

The previous week police also stopped a convoy of 
22 Russian armored personnel vehicles, with mounted 
Russian state and naval flags, that were about to enter 
Sevastopol, allegedly for rehearsal of a military parade 
that the BSF had planed to hold July 26. 

The Ukrainian authorities have never given permis- 
sion for the armored personnel vehicles \to enter 
Sevastopol. 

The incidents dangerously escalated tensions be- 
tween Russia and Ukraine in a sensitive region that is 
dominated by ethnic Russians and come amid increas- 
ingly assertive foreign policy by Moscow. 

Ukraine’s Foreign Affairs Ministry called on the BSF 
“against violating mutual agreements on BSF station- 
ing on the Ukrainian territory and the Ukrainian law.” 


tors and showed them a site where 
Gongadze’s head might be. 

Ukrainian authorities officially 
charged Pukach with manslaughter 
on July 24. 

Valentyna Telichenko, the lawyer 
for Gongadze’s widow Miroslava, 
told RFE/RL that even if the skull 
is confirmed to be the journalist’s, 
there is no guarantee that other in- 
dividuals involved in the murder 
would be prosecuted. 

Gongadze’s relatives and their 
lawyers believe that he was killed 


Slain ана Heorhiy Рене € because ої his journalism work. 


Russia frees crime boss wanted by U.S. 


(RFE/RL/Reuters) —Russia has released a suspected 
organized crime boss who is wanted by the United 
States for alleged fraud and racketeering, the “Finan- 
cial Times” has reported, citing his lawyer. 

Semyon Mogilevich, who the U.S. Federal Bureau 
of Investigation says created a powerful crime group 
in Eastern Europe in the 1990s, was arrested in Russia 
in 2008 and accused of tax evasion at a major cosmet- 
ics retailer. 

Mogilevich and alleged associate Vladimir Nekrasov 
were released because the terms under which they could 
be held had expired, said Irina Dudukina, a spokes- 
woman at the Interior Ministry’s Investigative Com- 
mittee, on July 27. 


The charges “are not of a particularly grave nature 
so investigators had no particular reason to keep them 
imprisoned,” Dudukina said. 

The FBI says on its website that Mogilevich is wanted 
for racketeering, fraud, and money laundering. Ukrai- 
nian-born Mogilevich has denied U.S. allegations that 
he is a crime boss. 

When Mogilevich was arrested, analysts said the real 
motive could be linked to accusations that he was in- 
volved in the multibillion-dollar gas trade between 
Russia and Ukraine. 

Ukraine’s Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko has ac- 
cused Mogilevich of being behind RosUkrEnergo, an 
intermediary firm which sells gas to Ukraine. 


supports Ukraine Analyst 


(UkrNews)—Etobicoke-Centre Liberal MP and philanthropist Borys 
Wrzesnewskyj has provided a $22,000 start-up grant through his family’s 
“Dopomoha Ukraini” (Aid to Ukraine) Foundation to the bi-monthly 
Ukraine Analyst to keep Members of Parliament better informed about 
contemporary developments in Ukraine. 

Ukraine is one of the key places on the globe that will affect the geopo- 
litical balance of power, says Wrzesnewskyj. 

Canadian parliamentarians need to be informed about the process go- 
ing on, he adds. 

Currently the Ukraine-Russia border former a geopolitical fault line and 
with the rise of Putinism, Russia is becoming a 21" century version of 
fascism. 

But Ukraine’s integration into Euro-Atlantic organizations can eventu- 
ally bring Russia along as well, he says. 

Dr. Taras Kuzio, Editor of the Ukraine Analyst says the grant will also 
help in developing the publication professionally through the hiring of a 
doctoral student at Carleton University (Ottawa) as an assistant. 


Cosbild sends “Ukraine: 
A History” to Putin 


(Cosbild)—Troubled by recent statements made by Russia’s President 
Dmitry Medvedev and Prime Minister Vladimir Putin, reflecting an im- 
perialist interpretation of the history of Ukraine, the Canadian benevolent 
service club, Cosbild, has sent Vladimir Putin a Russian edition of Ukraine: 
A History, authored by club member and Canadian historian, Orest 
Subtelny. 

In its forwarding letter dated May 28, 2009, the Cosbild Club expressed 
serious concerns regarding pending legislation, set to be introduced by 
the Putin government in Russia’s Parliament, which would make it a crimi- 
nal offence to criticize Joseph Stalin’s conduct of the Second World War. 
It would punish East European and former Soviet states such as Poland, 
Ukraine, and the Baltic states, all of whom deny that they were liberated 
by Stalin’s Red Army. 

According to the legislation, such heads-of-state would be banned from 
entering Russia’s territory. 

“The late Patriarch Alexy II of the Russian Orthodox Church made it 
his personal mission to condemn communist persecution and identify its 
victims by setting aside the fourth Saturday after Easter for special annual 
services commemorating the victims of Stalin’s atrocities,” states the let- 
ter. 

“We therefore urge you, in your capacity as Prime Minister of the Rus- 
sian Federation, to prevent the adoption of this proposed legislation by 
Russia’s Parliament as a government bill to be introduced by your Cabi- 
net, since it will inevitably lead to a further deterioration of relations be- 
tween Russia and its neighboring states and needlessly damage Russia’s 
image abroad.” 


Theological college receives 
federal help for high-tech campus 


(NTC)—The new campus of Newman Theological College will fea- 
ture state-of-the art teaching, learning and research technology thanks to 
a $4.18-million grant from the federal government’s Knowledge Infra- 
structure Program. 

The grant was announced Aug. 4 by James Rajotte, Member of Parlia- 
ment for Edmonton-Leduc, on behalf of Gary Goodyear, Minister of State 
for Science and Technology. It represents the first government support 
the college has received in its 40-year history. College president Bryn 
Kulmatycki says the money will help finance technology infrastructure 
for the Sopchyshyn Family Library and Learning Commons, classrooms 
and research support areas. 

“Tt also includes the installation of a Telepresence Centre that will in- 
troduce interactive online instructional delivery using modern telepresence 
technologies,” said Dr. Kulmatycki. “This will facilitate the delivering of 
programs to remote areas including Canada’s North.” 

“J am delighted to hear that Newman will be benefiting from this unique 
federal program,” said Most Rev. Richard Smith, Archbishop of Edmonton 
and Chairman of the College Board of Governors. “It will enable our 
students and researchers to reach around the globe with the latest tech- 
nologies even as they study the world’s oldest questions.” 

Newman Theological College is an accredited academic institution 
dedicated to the study of theology and related disciplines at the graduate 
level. Its programs prepare students for the ordained ministry or for lay 
ministries such as military and hospital chaplaincy. 

The college is owned by The Catholic Archdiocese of Edmonton, but 
its programs are open to all women and men who have the necessary 
prerequisites. In the 2008-09 academic year, Newman had an enrolment 
of about 300 students from a variety of backgrounds and Christian de- 
nominations. 
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Українські заробітчани 
обдурені владою 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

Українські заробітчани в Португалії не 
поспішають відмовлятись від українського 
громадянства. Лише півтори тисячі зі 40 ти- 
сяч легальних мігрантів мають подвійне 
громадянство. Водночас українські мігран- 
ти, які через фінансову кризу нині безро- 
бітні, не поспішають повертатись на бать- 
ківщину. Вони їдуть до сусідньої Іспанії або 
ж перебиваються дрібними підзаробітками в 
Португалії. Масовий виїзд українців на заро- 
бітки в Португалію почався 10 років тому. 

Львів'янка Світлана, математик-прог- 
раміст за фахом, разом із чоловіком і донь- 
кою, майже 5 років працювала у Португа- 
лії. Родина відгукнулась на звернення Пре- 
зидента Віктора Ющенка до заробітчан і 
повернулася на батьківщину, у рідний Львів. 

«Ющенко просив повертатись, обіцяв ро- 
боту, ми бачили, як об'єднались люди в Ук- 
раїні, але, коли ми приїхали, то залишились 
без роботи. Я не маю праці, - каже Світ- 
лана. - Куди не йду, ніде не підходжу ні за 
віком, ні за фахом. Чоловік працює на 
будовах. Заробляє набагато менше, ніж в 
Португалії. Ми там жили добре, винаймали 
помешкання за 500 євро, нам вистарчало 
на усе і на допомогу рідним. Зараз не маємо 
нічого. На 100% ми обдурені владою, яка 
прийшла, і на яку ми надіялись». 

Нині Світлана шукає можливість знову 
поїхати до Португалії, але це доволі склад- 
но і дорого. Натомість подружжя Оксана 
та Олег Гуцько майже 10 років працюють 
у Португалії i не планують повертатись в 
Україну, допоки не вийдуть у Португалії на 
пенсію. 

«У Португалії стабільніше, там нам ком- 
фортніше, у чужій країні. Португальський 
уряд ініціює, щоб мігранти брали участь у 
місцевих виборах. Португальці нас лега- 
лізували, ми інвестуємо і в економіку Пор- 
тугалії. З Україною важко щось планувати, 
одне роблять, друге ламають», - зазначає 
Олег Гуцько. 

За 10 років перебування українських 
заробітчан у Португалії врешті підписаний 
договір між Україною і Португалією про 


соціальний захист українців, який наразі не 
ратифікований, але цей документ має дати 
можливість додати стаж роботи за 
кордоном до стажу в Україні. 

Також вдалося створити міжнародну ук- 
раїнську школу (в Португалії діє 20 субот- 
ніх шкіл та центрів із вивчення української 
мови, 14 релігійних громад), де навчаються 
діти заробітчан, які мають право вступати 
в українські вузи. Водночас найчисельніша 
в Португалії українська громада, на відміну 
від російської, немає жодного українського 
ЗМІ. 

На загал, заробітчани не відчувають ве- 
ликого зацікавлення української держави 
до їхньої долі. Адже неврегульований юри- 
дичний статус в Україні для емігрантів. Для 
прикладу, громадяни України, які працю- 
ють за кордоном 1 їдуть на батьківщину на 
власному автомобілі, можуть перебувати 
на українських теренах із цим автомобілем 
як «транзитери» лише до 10 днів. 

Нині мігранти ініціюють створення коор- 
динаційного комітету щодо захисту прав 
українських громадян, які працюють за 
кордоном. Вони хочуть отримати відповіді 
на сім запитань від української влади: чи 
українські трудові мігранти «зрадники» чи 
інвестори; чи мають право впливати на 
політичну ситуацію в Україні; чи податкова 
вважає їх підприємцями... Також йдеться 
про врегулювання перетину кордону, 
питання щодо подвійного громадянства (чи 
це шлях у Європу чи в'язницю), який 
статус українських громадян за кордоном. 
Це ті болючі проблеми, які хвилюють 
майже 5 мільйонів українських заробітчан. 

«Коли у мене понизилася зарплата вчите- 
ля з 75 доларів до 26 доларів, чоловік ска- 
зав, що так багато працювати за такі гроші 
не можна. Він, фактично, мене примусив 
мігрувати. Ми вимушені були через злидні 
й безробіття покинути рідних, свої домівки 
і податись на чужину», - зазначає Оксана 
Туцько. 

Громада українських мігрантів у Порту- 
галії четверта за чисельністю. За неофіцій- 
ною статистикою там перебувають близько 
100 тисяч українців. 


Українська ракета-носій вивела 
на орбіту шість супутників 


(Радіо Свобода) -Із космодрому Байко- 
Hyp успішно стартувала 30 липня українсь - 
ка ракета-носій «Дніпро», що вивеланаор-- 
біту шість космічних апаратів: два амери-- 


«Дніпро» (архівне фото) 


канські, два іспанські, апарати Великої 
Британії та Об'єднаних Арабських 
Еміратів. 

Космічні апарати призначені для дистан-- 
ційного зондування Землі, спостережень 
для сільського господарства й екології, 
стеження за надзвичайними ситуаціями, для 
зв'язку та проведення експериментів із 
нано- й мікротехнологій. 

Ракета-носій «Дніпро» - це конверсійна 
стратегічна міжконтинентальна балістична 
ракета РС-20 (за класифікацією, НАТО 
«Сатана»). Вона спроектована, розроблена 
й виготовлена у Дніпропетровську, в KOH— 
структорському бюро «Південне» та Пів-- 
денному машинобудівному заводі, в коопе-- 
рації з українськими й російськими підпри-- 
ємствами. 

Наразі ракети РС-20 зняті з бойового 
чергування в Російській Федерації, відпо- 
відно до договору про скорочення озброєнь, 
замість бойової частини встановлюють 
нову, «космічну» частину із супутниками. 

Пускові послуги забезпечує міжнародна 
компанія «Космотрас», основними учасни-- 
ками якої є українські підприємства. 

Участь у програмі «Дніпро» беруть також 
Казахстан і Туркменистан. 

Загалом за програмою «Дніпро» вже 
запустили понад 30 космічних апаратів. 
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ФОТО — РАДІО СВОБОДА 


Музейники змушені закрити Львівську галерею мистецтв. 


Львівські музеї стануть більш 
доступними для грабіжників 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

Музеї й заповідники, які є у підпорядку-- 
ванні Міністерства культури та туризму, по 
усій Україні можуть закрити? Адже на цей 
рік у бюджеті не передбачене фінансування 
на охорону культурних об'єктів загально-- 
національного значення. Львівські музей -- 
ники заявляють, що через два тижні зачи-- 
нять 5 об'єктів, оскільки нікому буде охо-- 
роняти культурні цінності. 

Від початку року музеї та заповідники, 
державного підпорядкування, не мають 
грошей для Управління Державної служби 
охорони, що при МВС України. А згідно з 
Законом «Про музеї та музейну справу» 
охорону державних культурних об'єктів має 
право охороняти лише Державна служба. 

На Львівщині налічується 16 культурних 


| об'єктів, які є підпорядковані Міністерству 


культури та туризму, у 10 з них працюють 
сторожі, 6 охороняє міліція. Але є й такі 
музеї та заповідники, заявив директор 
Львівської галереї мистецтв Борис Воз- 
ницький, які ніхто не охороняє: «Може, наш 
уряд, Київ не звик до музеїв, що вони є в дер-- 
жаві. В Україні, порівняно зі світом, майже 
немає музеїв. Все було знищено, зруйновано 
80% нашої національної спадщини». 

Через відсутність фінансування музей-- 
ники змушені закрити Львівську галерею 
мистецтв, де виставлені експонати євро- 
пейських митців ХІХ-ХХ століть, палац 
Потоцьких, а це мистецтво ХТУ-Х VII сто-- 
літь, музей Пінзеля, скульптури якого Ma— 


ють світове значення і виставлятимуться 
у Луврі, а також Золочівський замок і 
Національний музею імені митрополита 
Шептицького. 

Працівники музеїв 1 правоохоронці 
надіслали численні листи керівникам дер-- 
жави, спілкувались з віце-прем'єр мініст-- 
ром Іваном Васюником. У стабілізаційному 
фонді у квітні передбачені кошти на охо- 
рону музеїв, але парламентарі на останньо - 
му засіданні, перед літніми канікулами, це 
питання не розглянули, попри звернення 
музейників, каже директор Національного 
музею Ігор Кожан. 

«Комітет фінансів 1 банківської діяль- 
ності і Ha чолі з Миколою Азаровим не зби-- 
рався, не було кворуму, і тому все перено- 
ситься на вересень. Ми сьогодні у безвихід-- 
ній ситуації», - зазначив директор Націо-- 
нального музею Ігор Кожан. 

Музеї заборгували Управлінню Держ- 
служби за 5 місяців цього року майже 2 
мільйони гривень. Заступник начальника 
УДО у Львівській області Іван Швед зая- 
вив, що через відсутність грошей право- 
охоронці зменшать час роботи і обмежать 
допуск відвідувачів, планують скоротити 
частину постів. 

17 років тому при пограбуванні Львів- 
ської галереї мистецтв розстріляли двох - 
науковців, яким було по 38 років. У ці роки 
музеї не охороняли правоохоронці. І лише 
після вбивства людей культурні заклади 
почали охороняти міліціонери. 


СБУ розраховує домовитися з 
Росією щодо архівів 


(Радіо Свобода) Служба безпеки Укра- 
їни зацікавлена укласти угоду з російською 
спецелужбою щодо розсекречення apxiB— 
них документів, пов'язаних з українським 
визвольним рухом, репресіями і Голодо-- 
мором. 

Про це З серпня, після підписання у Києві 
договору про співпрацю в архівній сфері 
між СБУ та Інститутом національної 
пам'яті Польщі заявив голова Служби 
безпеки Валентин Наливайченко. 

За його словами, СБУ цікавить не тільки 
обмін електронними копіями документів, 
але також і відкритий доступ до них для 
кожного громадянина України й Росії та 
взагалі для світової громадськості. 

Наливайченко сподівається, що росій-- 
ська сторона піде назустріч, і таку угоду 
підпишуть. 

Крім того, як наголосив голова СБУ, 
Україна зацікавлена в розсекреченні всіх 


матеріалів, які стосуються знищення YKpa— 
їнської помісної православної церкви в 20- 
30 роках ХХ століття. 

«Найбільша зараз справа в поновленні 
історичної пам'яті, що стосується не тільки 
репресій, але й злочинів проти людства... 
26-й рік - знищення української церкви, 29- 
й - фальсифікація справи проти україн-- 
ських церков. 1,3 тисяч приходів зникло на 
території України», - зазначив Наливай-- 
ченко. 

За його словами, це були серйозні зло- 
чини проти помісної церкви, які потрібно 
розслідувати. При цьому голова СБУ зау- 
важив, що без правдивих документів таке 
розслідування буде надмірно політи- 
зованим. 

У травні цього року СБУ повідомила про 
порушення кримінальної справи за фактом 
Голодомору в Україні в 1932-1933 роках, 
внаслідок якого загинули мільйони громадян. 
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International assistance 
to aid Ukraine’s economy 


By Pavel Korduban 

(Jamestown Foundation)—Several recent interna- 
tional decisions relating to Ukraine have shown that 
attitudes toward the local economy have improved fol- 
lowing signs of stabilization. The International Mon- 
etary Fund (IMF) approved the allocation of another 
loan tranche, a rating agency expressed optimism on 
the sovereign ratings, and the European Commission 
(E.C.) — the executive arm of the European Union — 
organized a loan to help Naftohaz Ukrainy, the state- 
owned oil and gas behemoth, pay for Russian gas. This 
should help Ukraine to prepare for a possible second 
wave of the financial crisis during the fall when the 
country faces payments on several large foreign debts. 
Moreover, pressure on the national currency is mount- 
ing, which will present further challenges for the Ukrai- 
nian economy. 

Initial uncertainty over the IMF’s loan decision trig- 
gered the hryvnia’s plunge against the main currencies 
in late July, showing the extent to which the weak na- 
tional economy depends on foreign financing. Although 
the hryvnia’s official rate dropped by only 1 percent in 
July, the street rate plunged by as much as 4 percent to 
over eight hryvnias per dollar. The central bank sug- 
gested that this had resulted from the payments of 
Ukrainian banks and companies on foreign loans be- 
ing increased in July raising the demand for foreign 
currency — weakening the hryvnia. The news about 
the IMF’s approval of the $3.3 billion third tranche of 
the $16.4 billion standby loan to Ukraine, which came 
on July 29, stabilized the hryvnia almost immediately. 

This tranche allocation was smooth compared to the 
discussions between the IMF and the government of 
Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko, which preceded the 
allocation of the second $2.8 billion tranche in May. 
The IMF apparently trusts that Tymoshenko will fol- 
low its recommendations to proceed with reform and 
abstain from economic populism despite admonitions 
from her arch-rival President Viktor Yushchenko. The 
IMF in its press release praised the recent increase in 
the domestic price of gas by 20 percent aimed to bring 
it in line with international prices in order to reduce the 
budget deficit of Naftohaz. The IMF also noted that 
the central bank demonstrated its readiness to tighten 
fiscal policies to withstand inflation and exchange rate 
pressures. 

Following the IMF’s positive decision, Standard and 
Poor (S&P), the international rating agency, revised its 
outlook on Ukraine’s debt obligations from “negative” 
to “positive.” S&P said this reflected the recent progress 
in structural reform in the budget and financial sectors, 
which allowed Ukraine to qualify for the IMF loan. 


S&P also praised the “strong and coordinated banking 
measures” which helped to improve depositor confi- 
dence as the outflow of private deposits from banks 
stopped by the summer. Similarly, S&P noted that po- 
litical and economic risks remain ahead of the January 
2010 presidential election, which prevented it from 
upgrading Ukraine’s weak ratings, rather than just the 
outlook on the country’s economy. 

Finally, Tymoshenko’s efforts to borrow money to 
help the debt-ridden Naftohaz pay for Russian gas have 
proven successful. The E.C. declared on July 31 that 
international financial institutions were ready to lend a 
total of $1.7 billion to Naftohaz: $750 million should 
come from the European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development, $450 million from the European Invest- 
ment Bank and $500 million from the World Bank. The 
ЕС. said that the loans should allow Ukraine to ensure 


the uninterrupted transit of Russian gas to Europe. 


Ukraine asked Russia last winter for a $5 billion loan 
for Naftohaz, but Prime Minister Vladimir Putin fol- 
lowing the March Ukraine-E.C. accords on gas sector 
reform, with which he was unhappy, advised that 
Ukraine should turn to the E.C. Tymoshenko did so, 
but she asked for less ($4.2 billion). The E.C., how- 
ever, decided that $1.7 billion would suffice to ensure 
that Naftohaz buys enough gas for storage in the win- 
ter. 

This does not solve all of Naftohaz’s problems as it 
will have to redeem its $500 million Eurobond on Sept. 
30. Here the IMF came to rescue again: the entire $3.3 
billion third tranche can be used by the Ukrainian gov- 
ernment to service foreign debts, including Naftohaz’s 
Eurobond as well as payments for Russian gas deliver- 
ies, the IMF said. 

Support from international financial bodies is very 
important for Ukraine ahead of the peak of payments 
on its foreign debts this year, which is expected in Au- 
gust and September. In particular, Ukraine will have to 
redeem sovereign Eurobonds worth $500, million and 
$250 million worth of Eurobonds of the state-controlled 
Ukreximbank in August, and sovereign Eurobonds 
worth 768 million Swiss francs ($720 million) in addi- 
tion to Naftohaz’s Eurobonds in September, Another 
issue to note is that Ukraine should boost Russian gas 
purchases later in the year to compensate for low pur- 
chases in early 2009 when gas was more expensive, so 
payments to Gazprom are also set to grow possibly up 
to $1 billion per month. 


President vetoes UAH9.8b Euro-2012 bill 


(Ukrainian Journal)—President Viktor Yushchenko 
on Aug. 3 vetoed legislation calling for 9.8 billion 
hryvnias in financing from the central bank to pay for 
infrastructure projects in preparation for the Euro-2012 
soccer championship in Ukraine. 

Yushchenko’s office said relying on central bank fi- 
nancing would de-facto amount to money printing, 
greatly widen the budget deficit and exert major down- 
ward pressure on the local currency, the hryvnia. 

The office also argued there was little transparency 
in the way this money is supposed to be spent, sug- 
gesting that the government could use the cash to fi- 
nance undisclosed other projects. 

Also, Yushchenko urged Volodymyr Stelmakh, the 
governor of the National Bank of Ukraine, within a 
week to come up with a plan that would involve money 
from commercial banks for the projects. 

“Please approve the measures within a week, and 
make them public and make sure that the society and I 
are informed on this matter on a weekly basis,” 
Yushchenko said in a letter to Stelmakh. 

Yushchenko’s action on the legislation triggered a 
wave of criticism from pro-government and opposi- 
tion lawmakers, who joined their forces to approve the 
legislation last month. 

The cash-strapped government has been lagging be- 
hind on most of the infrastructure projects, such as con- 
struction of soccer stadiums, highways and hotels, rais- 
ing concerns that Ukraine may fail to be fully prepared 
for the Euro-2012. 

“Using imaginative reasons, he [Yushchenko] has ve- 
toed the legislation that would encourage construction 
of infrastructure worth a European country,” Olena 
Shustyk, a lawmaker from Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko’s group, said. 

“No one has any doubts now that Yushchenko in his 
hostile attitude towards the successful government can 


sacrifice the international prestige of the state and un- 
dermine the hopes of millions of [soccer] fans,” she said. 

The Yushchenko office said the legislation was rejected 
because it would de-facto amount to money printing. 

Roman Zhukovskiy, the head of the economic de- 
partment at the presidential office, said the financial 
crisis forces the NBU to increase reserves to back the 
lending, and that may result in the central bank actu- 
ally showing losses, not profits. The law says the gov- 
ernment to cover the losses. 

“In this situation, the advance [9.8 billion hryvnias] 
turns into money printing to finance the budget deficit, 
which conflicts with the article 15 of the Budget Code,” 
Zhukovskiy said. 

But perhaps ever more importantly, there was no clear 
way of spending the money that the NBU was sup- 
posed to be channeled to the government, according to 
the legislation. 

“There are great doubts that this money would be 
actually spent on targeted projects,” Zhukovsjkiy said. 

As an example, he pointed to the Stabilization Fund, 
which had been created last year to stimulate the economy. 

The Stabilization Fund is supposed to have about 7 
billion hryvnias as of the end of June, but reports indi- 
cate there is currently about 500 million hryvnias on 
the account of the Treasury. “This means this money 
has been already used on other needs, including on 
current spending,” Zhukovskty said. 

For the past several weeks, the presidential office 
has been exploring the possibility of attracting funds 
from commercial banks to finance the infrastructure 
projects, and the tests show the banks have enough 
“available liquidity,” he said. 

He said the banks have drafted a solution allowing to 
attract the funds to finance the Euro-2012 projects, but 
the government had refused to approve resolution in its 
support, turning to the NBU for the money instead. 
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President’s office 
predicts major deficit 


(Ukrainian Journal) — Ukraine may face a major budget deficit this year 
due to the country’s rapidly shrinking economy, the office of President 
Viktor Yushchenko warned Aug. 4, citing its most recent macroeconomic 
analysis. 

Ukraine was likely to face a state budget deficit of 41 billion hryvnias 
in 2009, compared with 9.2 billion hryvnias originally forecast. The over- 
all budget deficit, including central and regional budgets, may reach 63 
billion hryvnias, the office said. 

The office, which frequently criticizes the government of Prime Minis- 
ter Yulia Tymoshenko for economic policy, released the analysis after the 
government issued figures suggesting 2009 budget revenue was in line 
with forecast. 

The government said general budget revenue in January through July 
exceeded the forecast by 3.6%, while state budget revenue had been just 
in line with the forecast. 

But the office alleged that the government has tempered the original 
forecast by quietly lowering figures to make budget revenue statistics in 
January-July look better. 

“Such implementation of the budget has become possible due to a ma- 
Jor correction of the forecast,” the office said in the analysis report. The 
office said that compared with the original forecast, state budget revenue 
in January through July was down 11.1%. 

Overall budget revenue will probably be 17.4% lower in 2009 com- 
pared with the original forecast, the office said. 

The office also alleged that the government has been resorting to col- 
lecting taxes early from big state taxpayers, while at the same to time 
delaying tax rebates to exporters, thus increasing cash flow at the 
government’s disposal. 

The latest allegations underscore the lack of trust between the govern- 
ment and the presidential office. Tymoshenko and Yushchenko are ex- 
pected to compete at the next presidential election due January 17, 2010. 

The Tymoshenko government has earlier this year resorted to classify- 
ing important economic statistics, apparently trying to prevent the release 
of data showing the depth of the economic contraction this year. 

After delaying the statistics for almost six months, Tymoshenko was 
forced to release the first-quarter data at the end of June. The data was 
issued only after the International Monetary Fund had warned that releas- 
ing the data was crucial for the release of the next loan installment. 

The data showed that Ukraine’s economy contracted 20.3% on the year 
in the first quarter, one of the worst such indicators in the world, ee 
ing that Ukraine was one of the countries worst-hit by the global’eco- 
nomic crisis. 

Russia’s economy, for example, contracted 9.8% on the yéar in (Пе first 
quarter, according to Russia’s Finance Ministry. 


Timing of international lending ‘unclear’ 


(Ukrainian Journal) —Naftogaz Ukrayiny needs to restructure its $500 
million eurobond debt next month as timing of a proposed $1.7 billion of 
lending from international financial institutions was “unclear,” acting Fi- 
nance Minister Ihor Umanskiy said Aug. 5. This was the first.official re- 
action from the Ukrainian government to the $1.7 billion loan proposal 
announced by the European Union on Friday to support the country’s natu- 
ral gas sector. 
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Ukraine lift the UEFA European Under-19 Ch 


пора 


ampionship trophy much to the delight of the 


Ukraine sinks England to 
take U19 Championship 


By Andrew Haslam 

(UEFA)— Ukraine became the first team to 
win the UEFA European Under-19 Champi- 
onship on home soil as a goal early in each 
half from Denys Garmash and Dmytro 
Korkishko earned a clinical victory against 
England in Donetsk Aug. 2. 

As they had done in their semi-final, Yuriy 
Kalitvintsev’s team made the perfect start with 
Garmash — whose double against Serbia on 
July 30 sealed Ukraine’s place in the final — 
supplying another assured finish to Korkishko’s 
near-post corner in the fifth minute. Provider 
turned scorer five minutes after half-time, 
Korkishko’s perfectly-executed free-kick put- 
ting the home team in complete command and 
inflicting more final misery on England, who 
also lost at this stage in 2005 and have now 
reached four age-group finals in the last five 
years without claiming a trophy. 

Ukraine had taken the lead in the second 
minute of the teams’ group-stage meeting and 
made a similarly inspired start on this occa- 
sion, bringing the majority of the 25,000-strong 
crowd to their feet within five minutes of the 
kick-off as Garmash stole a march on two de- 
fenders to meet Korkishko’s right-wing cor- 
ner with an instinctive first-time volley into 
the roof of the net. England responded by win- 
ning seven corners themselves in the first pe- 
riod and Igor Levchenko looked uncertain 
enough to offer them encouragement that one 
may yield reward, although the goalkeeper did 
palm away Joe Mattock’s dangerous cross and 
then readjusted smartly to save Joe Bennett’s 
in swinging free-kick from near the corner flag. 

Both teams played at a sedate tempo in high 
temperatures, and although England enjoyed 
more of the possession, clear chances were at 
a premium for the remainder of the opening 
period, Kyrylo Petrov’s 35-metre shot straight 
at Jason Steele the only time either goalkeeper 
was Called into serious action. Five minutes 
into the second half, however, Daniel Gos- 
ling tripped Garmash as the Ukraine 


midfielder advanced and Korkishko’s set- 
piece expertise again undid England, the FC 
Dynamo Kyiv forward’s brilliant free-kick 
finding the top corner and leaving Steele with 
no chance. 

Gosling came close to a swift redemption, 
Serhiy Kryvtsov blocking the England 
midfielder’s goalbound effort, but in the main 
Ukraine looked likelier to extend theinadvan- 
tage than England did to reduce it. The re- 
called Vitaliy Kaverin and Petrov were un- 


able to capitalise when unmarked in front of 


goal and Steele beat away Korkishko’s fierce 
drive, while Levchenko kept out another free- 
kick attempt from Bennett and Henri 
Lansbury shot wide in the match’s final ac- 
tion. Ukraine had already done enough, how- 
ever, and while their triumph means that both 
European youth titles have been won by the 
hosts this year following Germany’s U17 suc- 
cess in May, it ensured England’s long run 
without a trophy, stretching back to the 1993 
U18 victory, goes on. 

“We’ve had a real spirit throughout the 
whole championship,” said Ukraine coach 
Yuriy Kalitvintsev. 

“We started to improve after the second half 
of our first game against Slovenia. We be- 
lieved in our power and talent and we believed 
we could win the tournament when we got to 
the semi-finals. The pressure from the fans 
made us a bit nervous in the first match but 
game by game we improved and played good 
football. I’m very grateful to all our fans. 
Ukraine don’t play in a final every day and 
some of the players were a little bit nervous. 
They made some mistakes; in the group game 
against England we looked better. No matter 
what people think, I’m happy for my team to 
make mistakes and play badly if they win all 
the time, like they have today.” 


The hosts celebate Denys Garmash's opening goal. 
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Korkishko bowled over by victory 


By Paul Bryan 

(UEFA)—Dmytro Korkishko believes 
Ukraine’s achievement in winning the UEFA 
European Under-19 Championship for the 
first time will live long in memory. 

Korkishko put in a starring performance 
Aug. 2 2 as Ukraine defeated England 2-0 to 
become the first nation to lift the trophy on 
home soil, providing Denys Garmash with the 
opportunity to open the scoring from a well- 
placed corner in the fifth minute before curl- 
ing a wonderful free-kick past Jason Steele 
shortly after the break for a clinching second 
goal. “It was an unforgettable feeling to score 
that goal inside a stadium full of Ukrainian 
supporters,” he told uefa.com. “It was the first 
time we have had 25,000 people coming to 
see us play. These are the moments you live 
for and the reason I play football but there’s 
no point talking about my own performance 
today as I don’t play for myself, I play for the 
team.” 

The FC Dynamo Kyiv midfielder said there 
were no secrets to what became Ukraine’s 
third consecutive victory in the tournament, 


pointing to the willingness of Yuriy 
Kalitvintsev’s charges to press forward from 
the outset. “We followed the instructions of 
our coach and were always looking to attack; 
our aim was to score goal after goal,” he said. 
“We watched our first game with England 
again before we came to the stadium and that 
helped a little. We knew we had to keep go- 
ing right up until the end and that’s what we 
did. For that reason celebrating this victory 
will feel even better. We're all delighted, even 
those who didn’t manage to play today.” 

Looking to the future, Korkishko acknowl- 
edged that it was perhaps too early to start 
thinking about breaking into Oleksiy 
Mykhaylychenko’s senior Ukraine squad but 
that his team-mates deserve the opportunity 
to be playing regularly for their respective 
clubs. “It’s obviously not for me to decide but 
I think that everybody in this team has the 
ability to be playing in the first team with their 
clubs,” he explained. “I understand that it’s 
too soon to start dreaming about the national 
team but for now we can start thinking about 
playing for the U21s.” 


Garmash propels Ukraine to glory 


By Paul Bryan 

(UEFA) —Ukzaine set up a UEFA European 
Under-19 Championship final meeting with 
their former Group A rivals England after the 
hosts put in a disciplined display to see off 
Serbia, July 30. 

Yevgeniy Shakhov gave his side the per- 
fect start when he opened the scoring in the 
opening minute, but Serbia pulled level mid- 
way through the half with Danijel Aleksic tap- 
ping into the net. Urged on by a full house in 
Mariupol, Ukraine regained the lead in the 
38th minute when Denys Garmash blasted 
into the top corner and the same player as- 
sured his team of victory shortly before the 
end. 

The hosts were a goal up within a minute. 
Sergii Shevchuk won a free kick outside the 
Serbia box, with Dmytro Korkishko’s shot 
forcing goalkeeper Aleksandar Kirovski to 
palm the ball back into the danger zone where 
Shakhov was on hand to fire the loose ball 
into the comer of the net. Yuriy Kalitvintsev’s 
charges continued to pour forward with 
Dmytro Yeremenko bringing Kirovski into 
action before sending a shot over the bar when 
well placed. 

Serbia had come back from one goal down 
against France and Spain in the group stage 
of the tournament and did so again here in 
the 22nd minute. Dejan Blagojevic found 
space on the left before firing the ball into the 
centre and when goalkeeper Igor Levchenko 
failed to deal with the cross Aleksic had the 
simplest of tasks to knock the ball over the 
line for his third goal of the tournament. The 
Group B winners were gaining in confidence 
and almost took the lead when Slobodan 
Medojevic deflected Adem Ljajic’s free kick 
just wide. 


The majority of the 12,600 supporters were 
becoming apprehensive but were back on their 
feet six minutes before the break when 
Garmash collected a pass from Korkishko, 
edging forward and unleashing a blistering 
shot from distance that Kirovski could only 
help on its way into the top corner. Aleksandar 
Stanojevic’s side were struggling to find the 
attacking flow that had helped them to reach 
the semi-finals but were afforded a couple of 
chances in the second half thanks to errors by 
Ukraine defender Serhiy Kryvtsov. Nemanja 
Milic first saw a shot well held by Levchenko 
before Aleksandar Miljkovic blasted over. 

However, with Serbia committing more 
men into attack, Ukraine found more space 
in which to work and they wrapped up the 
victory in the 86th minute when Garmash 
dived to meet Yeremenko’s delivery from the 
right. 

“The early goal didn’t have too big a part 
to play in how the game went. We scored early 
on against England and only went on to draw 
that match,” said Ukraine coach Yuriy 
Kalitvintsev. 

“We had a goal coming into this game and 
we achieved it. It was no secret that Serbia 
were a very strong team so we didn’t need to 
tell the players a lot. We just gave them the 
information and they did what was needed. 
We’d like to say thanks to the fans who sup- 
ported us tonight. It was a pleasant surprise 
yesterday when I found out that there were 
no tickets left for the game. It was great for 
our players to feel their backing out there; they 
really helped us. I don’t really want to talk 
about the match in terms of our quality be- 
cause I’m not completely satisfied about the 
tactical side of our game. What’s important is 

that we got the desired result.” 
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Serhiy Rybalka wheels away in delight after scoring his late winner. 


Rybalka to the rescue for Ukraine 


By Wayne Harrison 

(UEFA) —Serhiy Rybalka struck five min- 
utes from time for ten-man Ukraine to send 
the hosts into the semi-finals of the UEFA 
European Under-19 Championship at the ex- 
pense of their opponents, July 27. 

Down to ten men following the 45th-minute 
dismissal of Vitaliy Kaverin, Ukraine looked 
to be heading for a third Group A draw until 
Rybalka stole in ahead of several static Swiss 
defenders after Oliver Klaus had saved his ini- 
tial close-range effort. The hosts — who will 
also be without their match-winner in the semi- 
final against Serbia following a booking in the 
immediate aftermath of his goal — finish the 
section in second place, level on points with 
England, who also progressed thanks to a 
record-breaking 7-1 defeat of Slovenia. 

Ukraine opened the scoring against England 
in their last match after two minutes, a feat 
they would have eclipsed were it not for the 
reflexes of Klaus, who expertly tipped away 
Serhiy Kryvtsov’s close-range effort follow- 
ing Dmytro Korkishko’s free-kick. Soon af- 
ter only a last-ditch challenge from Francois 
Affolter prevented Kaverin from getting his 
shot away, while on 11 minutes Denys 
Garmash somehow headed wide when un- 
marked five metres out. 


Klaus came to his team’s rescue again mo- 
ments later, turning Garmash’s low effort 
around the post, before the latter had his third 
effort on goal inside the opening 20 minutes 
when he fired straight at the Switzerland Мої. 
Claude Ryf’s side were struggling to gain any 
headway but their spirits were lifted in added 
time at the end of the first half when Kaverin 
was shown his second yellow card in the space 
of seven minutes. 

The hosts required a win to remain in the 
tournament so despite being a man down 
coach Yuriy Kalitvintsev introduced Sergii 
Shevchuk, a striker, at half-time. However, 
the change was having little effect as Swit- 
zerland began to emerge as an attacking force, 
threatening just before the hour when 
Sebastien Wuthrich embarked on a jinking 
run, played a one-two with Vullnet Basha and 
lifted the ball over the crossbar. 

Ukraine were still, marginally, enjoying 
more of the possession but were struggling to 
turn it into any end product in the final third. 
With 15 minutes remaining, Kalitvintsev 
made another attacking change, replacing 
defender Dmytro Kushnirov with Artur 
Karnoza and, with time running out, Ukraine’s 
advances finally paid dividends as Rybalka 
broke Swiss hearts. 
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Shakhtar’s Tomas Hubschman (right) battles with Lukas -C} of Timisoara. 


Fernandinho draws for 


(UEFA)—Fernandinho struck with four 
minutes remaining to earn FC Shakhtar 
Donetsk a home draw with FC Timisoara as 
last season’s UEFA Cup winners had to fight 
back from behind twice in the first leg of their 
UEFA Champions League third qualifying 
round tie, July 29. 

Shakhtar’s Romanian coach Mircea 
Lucescu, who missed the game through ill- 
ness, has set his sights on a lengthy UEFA 
Champions League campaign after lifting the 
UEFA Cup in May, but his ambitions received 
an early blow when Gheorghe Bucur struck 
on 20 minutes to put his compatriots ahead. 
Substitute Olexandr Gladkiy restored parity 
on the hour only for Bucur to score again with 
ten minutes to play. Fernandinho’s late riposte, 
however, leaves Shakhtar on level terms ahead 
of the Aug. 5 return, though Timisoara hold 
the advantage of two away goals. 

The outcome might have been different had 

Fernandinho and Darijo Sma not missed good 
early chances, yet Timisoara made the most of 


hakhtar 


their let-off when Winston Parks surged past 
Vyacheslav Shevchuk and teed up Bucur on 20 
minutes. The goal knocked Shakhtar out of their 
stride and it was not until Dmytro Chygrynskiy 
and Gladkiy had replaced Mykola Ischenko and 
Shevchuk at half-time that they began to 
threaten again. Timisoara goalkeeper Costel 
Pantilimon made a number of long-range stops 
and Luiz Adriano hit the bar before Gladkiy 
finally found a way through when he headed 
in Srna’s cross from the right. 

With the scores level Shakhtar seized con- 
trol. Jadson was unlucky to see a 30-metre 
free-kick hit the woodwork and Fernandinho 
and Gladkiy both came close. Against the run 
of play, however, Timisoara struck again as 
Bucur got the better of Olexandr Kucher be- 
fore firing his side ahead. Fernandinho hit 
back for Shakhtar with four minutes to play, 
though, and the home side almost won it at 
the death, only for Pantilimon to produce a 
brilliant save from Tomas Hubschman’s last- 
minute effort. 


Kyrylo Petrov (centre) celebrates with Dmytro Korkishko (left) after his second-h 


alf equal- 


Petrov double pegs back England 


By Andrew Haslam 

(UEFA)—Two goals from captain Kyrylo 
Petrov earned Ukraine a crucial draw against 
England in the second round of matches in 
UEFA European Under-19 Championship 
Group A, July 24. 

With both sides held in their opening fixtures, 
the hosts made an ideal start in Donetsk, Petrov 
rounding off an incisive move within two min- 
utes. Henri Lansbury equalised from the pen- 
alty spot midway through the first period be- 
fore Daniel Gosling shot England into a 51st- 
minute lead. However, Petrov’s second of the 
night levelled proceedings ten minutes later and, 
urged on by another sizeable crowd, Ukraine 
pressed hard for a winning goal, Dmytro 
Korkishko passing up a glorious late chance. 

Several of the home fans were still settling 
into their seats when the hosts took the lead. 
Korkishko was the architect of the move, 
bursting into the penalty area and playing the 
ball back for a deft lay-off by Sergii Shevchuk 
into the path of Petrov, who calmly placed a 
low shot beyond the outstretched hand of Ja- 
son Steele. While that goal settled Ukrainian 
nerves, England were showing plenty of un- 
certainty in defence and only Steele prevented 
them from falling further behind, the captain 
denying Korkishko after good build-up play 
from Denys Garmash. 


England were struggling to create in attack 
and needed more than a little assistance to 
draw level with 25 minutes gone. Ukraine 
goalkeeper Igor Levchenko miscontrolled a 
back-pass, allowing Danny Welbeck to steal 
in, and in attempting to retrieve his error suc- 
ceeded only in felling the Manchester United 
FC striker. Lansbury dispatched the penalty 
into the bottom comer of the net to prompt a 
spell of England superiority and, six minutes 
into the second half, Levchenko was beaten 
again. On this occasion, however, the goal- 
keeper could count himself unfortunate as 
Danny Drinkwater’s long-range free-kick was 
blocked but broke perfectly for Gosling to tum 
and shoot England into the lead despite heavy 
pressure from Temur Partsvaniya. 

Dmytro Kushnirov then had to clear off the 
line after a corner had found its way to 
Lansbury’s feet, an intervention which proved 
crucial because within moments Petrov met 
Bohdan Butko’s curling right-wing cross with 
a powerful downward header to level the con- 
test again. With the home crowd finding their 
voices again, Denys Garmash flashed a shot 
just wide before Steele denied Serhiy Rybalka 
and Petrov. Substitute Vitaliy Kaverin then 
prodded into the sidenetting before Korkishko 
outstripped the defence in the 89th minute 
only to shoot wide with just Steele to beat. 


Shakhtar crash out at Timosoara 


By Paul-Daniel 

(UEFA)—Three months after the high of 
winning the UEFA Cup, FC Shakhtar Donetsk 
came crashing back to earth with a bump as 
they exited the UEFA Champions League on 
away goals following a 0-0 draw at FC 
Timisoara, Aug. 5. 

After a tense 90 minutes, the Dan 
Paltinisanu Stadium erupted in celebration at 
a famous triumph for Timisoara, who had 
gone 16 years without appearing in UEFA 
club competition before featuring in last 
term’s UEFA Cup and have still not actually 
won a match in Europe since 1990. 

Following the 2-2 first-leg draw in Donetsk, 
there was excited anticipation in the stands 
but a measure of caution out on the pitch 
where Timisoara, aware that a stalemate 
would suffice, were clearly wary of the threat 
of Shakhtar’s Brazilian contingent. Two of 


this number, Isinho and Luiz Adriano, had a 
sight of goal in the first half but failed to take 
advantage. At the other end, Timisoara for- 
ward Gheorghe Bucur showed impressive 
skill to break into promising positions either 
side of half-time but on each occasion he 
chose the wrong option and earned nothing 
more than a согпег-КісК. 

As the clock ticked down, openings began 
to appear and Mircea Lucescu’s visitors al- 
most broke through. Timisoara goalkeeper 
Costel Pantilimon blocked a Dmytro 
Chygrynskiy header after 78 minutes and 60 
seconds later Ilsinho shot narrowly wide. With 
nerves jangling, 

Pantilimon then kept out a free-kick by 
Darijo 5гпа although Winston Parks could 
have made absolutely sure for the home side 
only to be foiled by Andriy Pyatov when clean 
through on goal. 


КІ Kaddouri out of Dynamo openers 


(UEFA)—FC Dynamo Kyiv full-back Badr 
El Kaddouri will miss the start of the UEFA 
Champions League group stage after being 
tuled out for at least two months following 
ankle surgery. 

The 28-year-old Moroccan international 
was injured in the 6-0 league win against SC 
Tavriya Simferopol on July 25, one of three 
victories from as many games for Ukrainian 
champions Dynamo so far this season 


After being operated upon in Germany, El 
Kaddouri has returned to Kyiv and will spend 
the next month in plaster before resuming in- 
dividual training, but seems set to miss 
Dynamo’s first two UEFA Champions League 
group games on 15/16 and Sept/ 29 and 30. 

“Tt is a pity I am ruled out of such important 
games, but that’s football,” El Kaddouri said. 
“However, I know that a good spell will follow 
a bad one. I always believe in better things.” 


By Mir (Lubomyr) Huculak, Honourary 
Consul of Ukraine for British Columbia 

On the spur of the moment I decided to go 
to the third annual Ukrainian Cultural Festi- 
val at Soyuzivka, held July 17 — 19. The fes- 
tival is presented by the Ukrainian National 
Foundation a non for profit arm of by the 
Ukrainian National Association (UNA). 

Soyuzivka is a Ukrainian retreat in the 
Catskill mountains of New York state and is 
owned by the UNA. It is some 2 _ hours by 
car from New York and from Newark, New 
Jersey airport. 

The resort consists of many buildings which 
can be rented and are given Ukrainian city 
names. Within these buildings there are over 
80 rooms. On the grounds are tennis courts, a 
huge swimming pool, a concert hall, restau- 
rants, bars, an administration building and 
many other facilities. 

A Ukrainian church is located nearby as 


з “CANADIAN сома SS 
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well as a wonderful lake. The views are pan- 
oramic and the people are most friendly. 

As I was late in booking, I was placed in 
the Hudson Valley Resort and Spa, which is 
some 3 kilometers away and which is man- 
aged by a Ukrainian and which resort takes 
overflow guests from Soyuzivka. There was 
a shuttle service from the resort to Soyuzivka. 
The resort has it’s own golf course, swimming 
pool and provided excellent lavish breakfasts 
as part of the stay. 

The organizers of the Festival were Oksana 
Trytjak — UNA National Organizer, Stefan 
Kaczaraj -— UNA President, Roma Lisovich- 
UNA Treasurer and Nestor Paslawsky — 
Soyuzivka General Manager. 

Ukrainian, Canadian and American Na- 
tional Anthems were sung by Sviatoslava 
Kaczaraj, the wife of the president of the 
UNA, whose voice was like an angel’s. I have 
never heard such emotionally rousing hymns 
in my life. 

The masters of ceremonies were Lida 


ЩІ Kulbida — Albany TV announcer апа Andrij 
й Stasiw — Choir master and teacher, who were 
і very entertaining. 


Yuriy Sergeyev, Ukrainian Ambassador to 
the United Nations opened the festival with a 
few remarks. As the festival was under the 


| patronage of the Ukrainian Embassy in the 
4 U.S.A. located in Washington, D.C., Consul 


Oleksandr Mykhalchuk, greeted the crowd of 
some 7,000 on behalf of the Ambassador who 
was in Ukraine for meetings with their for- 
"| eign affairs: 

The highlight of the festival was “Ruslana” 
(Stepanivna Lyzhychko), a world music 
award winning and MTV Europe music award 


Й nominated artist, and the winner of the 


Eurovision Song Contest 2004, who put on a 
spectacular concert accompanied by 8 danc- 
ers who came with her from Ukraine. Ruslana 
performed Ukrainian songs solo on ‘the last 
day of the festival and signed autographs. 


Allin all, the festival organizers flew in 16 


- 


ésign by М. Semenko, 2009, 


semenko @ telus.net 
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Ruslana highlights Soyuzivka’s third annual festival 
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Ruslana with young performers. 


persons from Ukraine to perform. 

Another highlight of the festival was 
Ludmila Fesenko, an opera and folk singer, 
originally from Ukraine but now living in 
New York. Ludmila is very petite but when 
she sang, her voice and charm stunned and 
mesmerized the audience. 

Virtuoso, Dr. Victor Mishalow, from 
Toronto, captivated the audience with his 
skills on the bandura. 

Other performers were Oleh Kulchytsky, 
extraordinary violinist from Ukraine, Filip 
Zmacher, an extremely talented pop rock 
singer also from Ukraine, Nadia Kobelak, a 
beautiful and gifted folk and pop singer from 
Mississauga, the Dumka chorus from New 
York, and dance groups from New Jersey, 


surement: es 


Connecticut and New York and dancers from 
the Roma Pryma Bohachevsky dance work- 
shops at Soyuzivka led by Anya Lonkevich. 

An array of Ukrainian arts and crafts were 
available for purchase from many vendor 
kiosks and good Ukrainian food was avail- 
able at several locations throughout 
Soyuzivka. 

The performances were followed by 
“zabavas” to the live music of “Hrim” and 
“Zahrava/Klooch”. 

The admission to this 3 day festival was a 
ridiculously low price of $25.00. 

I would urge all the readers of Ukrainian 
News to plan to attend this amazing 
Soyuzivka festival next year and to book early. 
You will not be disappointed! 


18™ ANNIVERSARY 


OF UKRAINE’ 


5 


INDEPENDENCE 


Celebration will take place at the 


Ukrainian Youth Unity 
at. 9615 - 153 Avenue 


on Sunday, August 23, 


at 2:30 р.т. 


Сотріех 


2009 


Головний промовець - ігор Кизим -Радник, 
Тимчасовий повірений у справах України в Канаді 


Квитки можна придбати 
компаніях "Міст" 


в Українській книгарні, 


ї "Орбіт" та від членів 


Едмонтонської міської управи КУК. 


Вступ: 510, 515 при дверях, діти до 12 років - безкоштовно. 


